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ric}-The present sheet is almost exclusively given | journey through the state, which they now ask leave 


Up to a notice and record of discussions and events, 
which have taken place since those noticed in the 
jast REGISTER; and the matters inserted are of suf- 
iicient importance to claim and receive the reader’s 
attention, without special reference. 


=t_j>For a letter from the editor see page 384. 





_ Wew-York. Inthe senate, January 19—Mr. Spencer, 
from the committee to whom was referred so much 


to introduce. 





Lovistana. The people of the state of Louisiana 
having unanimously expressed the most ardent desiro 
of receiving a visit from gen. Lafayette, in order per- 
sonally to testify to hira that this state sincerely par- 
|ticipates in all the feelings of affection and gratitude 
‘manifested by the whole American republic, which, 
|in some measure, owes its existence to him: 

Be it, therefore, resolved, by the senate and house of re- 





of the governor’s message as relates to general La- |p esentatives of the state of Lowisiana, in general assemblu 
tayette, reported— ; ‘convened, That general Lafayette be, and is, in the 

That they heartily concur in the sentiments €X- | name of all the citizens of this state, invited to visit 
pressed by the governor respecting the signal merits | the state of Louisiana. 
of general Lafayette. The acknowledgement of his And beit further resolved, That the governor of this 
services in a suitable manner by the representatives | state be requested to name, for the city of New Or- 
of the people, is not only the discharge of a debt of |jeans, and for each of the parishes, three commis- 
gratitude, but is a duty to the cause of philanthropy |sioners, whose duty it shall be to make all the neces- 
and liberty, and to the rights of man, of which he | cary preparations for the reception of the nation’s 
has been such a distinguished champion. Every | oyest, in case he should desire to visit the said parishes. 
mark of respect and attention to himis, in truth, an {” and be it further resolved, That the mayor and the 
an of aa to the cause to which his life has been ‘city council of the city of New Orleans be requested 
cevoted. it refreshes and rekindles the pure spirit |to ynite with the commissioners who shall be appoint- 
of patriotism, and animates the hopes of the friends ‘eq for the said city, in order to celebrate, in the most 
of liberty throughout the world. It sinks deep into | maenificent manner, the arrival of gen. Lafayette 
our own hearts and into the hearts of our children, | And be it further resolved, That the governor be re- 
and teaches them and us, the great moral lesson, that quested to forward, through the medium of our sena- 
a steady adherence to principle, is the only sure tors and representatives in congress, a copy of the 
vasis of true greatness. To the world it not only |above resolutions to gen. Lafayette; and that he be 
proves that republics are not.always ungrateful, but \requested to address him, in the name of the state of 
that the American people still cherish and venerate |Touisiana, in order to induce the illustrious guest of 
the prineiples upon which our fathers achieved our Ithe nation to vield to the unanimous wish of the 
independence. citizens of our state. 

While the national representatives and the iegisla- 
tures of our sister states have nobly emulated each | 
other in expressing the feelings of the people on this H. S. Tuiwopavx, 
subject, this state, from causes which it is not ne- President of the senate. 
cessary to detail, has uot yet adopted any measures} Approved, 16th December, 1824: 
to evince the participation of her citizens in the com- H. Jounson, 
mon sentiment. Her character forbids the belief Governor of the state of Louisiana. 
that she will be second to any state in discharging the 
duties of patriotism—and the only difficulty your New Jersey. Resolved by the council and general as- 
committee has experienced, is in devising a mode | sembly of New Jersey, That the consideration of a sys- 
which shall adequately express the sentiments of the | tem, providing for a general emancipation of the peo- 
legislature and of the people. After the appropria- | ple of color, held in servitude in the United States, be 
tion made by congress, towards the liquidation of jrecommended to the legislatures of the several states 
the national debt to Lafayette, no other would proba- of the American union, and to the congress of the 
bly be accepted. It has occurred to the committee, | United States. 
however, that as some evidence of our estimation of} Resolved, That, in the opinion of this legislature, a 
his services, and to preserve some memorial of our|system of foreign colonization, with correspondent 
distinguished benefactor, a full length likeness of epeunate’: might be adopted, that would, in due time, 
him, might, with great propriety, be placed in the/effect the entire emancipation of the slaves in our 
same capitol which already contains the portraits of ;country; and furnish an asyium for the free blacks, 
George Washington and George Clinton, his associ | without any violation of the national compact or in- 
ates and friends in our rdvolutionary contest. fringement of the rights of individuals. And that 

It isknown that gen. Lafayette intends visiting and | such a system should be predicated upon the princi- 
passing through our state, and along our Erie canal, | ple, that the evil of slavery is @ national one, and that 
during the ensuing summer. And it would appear |the people and the states of this union ought mutually 
to be due to the character of the state, thatthe execu-{to participate in the duties and burdens of remoy- 
tive should be authorized to receive him in a manner | ing it. 
becoming his worth and our dignity, and to afford him | Resolred, That his excellency the governor, be re- 
the necessary facilities in travelling through the coun- | quested to forward a copy of these resolutions to the 
try. \executives of each state in the union, respectively, 

With these views, the committee have prepared a | with a request that they lay the same before their 
bill, authorizing the governor to procure a full length | several legislatures, and that his excellency will also 
likeness of the general, and to place it in some pro- | foward a like copy to each of our senators and repre- 
per place in the capitol; and also authorising the go- | sentatives in congress, requesting their co-operation 
venor to receive him in a proper maaner on his arri- lin all national measures, having a tehdercy to effect 
val — cy oars the means of facilitating his ‘the grand object embraced therein. 

Ol A. ~~ 24, 


A. B. Roman, 
Speaker of the house of representatives. 
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COMMERCE OF NEW-ORLEANS. | Eighteenth Congress—2d Session. 
= oo SENATE. 
7 = = February 4. Mr. Lloyd, of Maryland, submitted 
= : : 
=| > S S e following resolution: 
rs bes o ™~ “ ‘That the secretary of the navy report to the senate, as 
act — 3 B soon as practicable, a statement, showing the amount of oF ih, ’ 
O| 4 = ee 3 bullion and jewels, transported by the public armed ships of the 
=i 5 5 ¢ S United States, authorized to be employed by an act of the 20th 
| Z . a August, 1822 entitled “an act authoriziug — ee abe - a 
=i- > y ; iracy,” giving im detail, the por 
oF Tmt tet et tt et ee et S for the suppression of pi a 42 ae of aitue. tin ports where 
DDDNMDMNN whence the vessels sailed, and the ti ; 
%| 0D bO 00 8S 0S oe te = the articles were delivered, and when delivered, ant! the o_o 
Se we ee of freight accruing, and to whom paid; and that there be wag tetdl 
=| o> nished to the senate, co ies of the instructions given by ig . > 
Sl co oe om on Ce A ok ns Q =a mander of the forces authorized by the aforesaid act, >e —- 
"SI co <a ae a OOe!l » © ~~ dinate officers of the squadron, in relation to the yr S eamie 
S | I SaSawarn} © op 3 oriation of specie, bullion and jewels, in the several vesse 
S/o sere » = %& his command 
Td use wo oe te tO me | iS iis € ATMs : . > 
S|g82E2 ae =: iss The following written messages were received from 
“laooawa ch r iss ‘ ee ; 
1 Spree ° oe the president of the United States: 
Mi do©Q a S =. F _ ° 
‘4 oh Fiat tar ter Bvt ise To the president pro tempore of the senate: pa De 
° - que ; - rpint bd 19} ia I 
—* oe a It appearing, by certain provisions cont pat 
BaP ig = ~S, => tn _ = late act of the general assembly palin, aye Tom ano 
anki sh ie S : j “ n 19 Canal 
[im Hom ors | SF 2 _ ‘fan act incorporating the Chesapeake a 
ix oe io wtcouo S ° ~ : tad i” mi 
pectin a i - = = company,” that the assent of egneresa ei enya 
sZ2328288|°2 77 } ae sary to carry the said actinto effect, I herewith trans- 
lsoenooceweo <i a sary ) . ; a gy 
‘secon ean ® Be jmit a copy thereof, that it may mg ere W oe a 
SSS ONAL ; > view tothe objectcontemplated. James Monnor. 
' a = *7 
7 a al -— | 3 Washington, February 4, 1825. 
— Gs ee ae ol . 
OS? Se ee  . j he United States: 
ere ae ee : ° = To the senate of the United Sta 
,eS2antnDoowo = a > ne . . 
|S Oem aea'S i s a gee I herewith transmit areport of the pape = 
iso ol = ae ae, ee = i ~: ° Ts x } 
[hm to DOS] & 3 2 ; mint of the United States, shewing the mer ions © 
| SSESS=S] = = that institution for the last year. James Monroe. 
Ce oe es ee = a | Washington, February 2, 1825, 
o=_ LD — @®D «i ' ee A yl we 
a este en ‘ = | To the senate of the United States: 
oe oe oh | = I communicate herewith, to a etary - con- 
iSesess $ ies of the alterations in the treaty of peace 
's 2? @ 8 o ~ gress, copies 0 ps > 
“~|3399803 | & and friendship of August 1797, between the Saree 
Sl ee * States and the Bashaw Bey of Tunis, concluded a 
ee a E ‘the ‘uni the 24th of Febru- 
oe wey a: = the palace of Bardo, near Tunis, on 24th A hone 
oe eee 5 = ary last; and of treaties between the pet ate: 
si @ 9 o 2 = land the Sack and Fox tribes of Indians, and t : nike 
“lam , : SR tribe of Indians, concluded at the ott) oF vee ray 2 
ie . & on the fourth of August last; which have been du 
4 : p= i . ” i Mi . 
t a \5 = ratified. ie James Monroe 
am CS iss Washington, 2d February, 1825. f th 
Sl S&S & & a = The senate then postponed several orders of the 
li oe —| = y to subsequent days 
= | pa os ae eee See 8 day to subsequen ays, ; 2 *19 cg 
4 ee ‘ 2 t And resumed the consideration of the bill for the 
“1S 'S3e6 r moe a = suppresion of piracy in the West Indies. . 
| to on pete | % Foes |* 3. The discussion continued until past three o’clock-— 
S)SS55Ke) * 2323. [53 Talbot th ed to strike out the 4th, 5th 
‘ oe. i ae ome ao. ama Mr albo en mov ’ ? 
. o~ GS = ° = . “4 
<o PR. js ith, 8th, 9th and 10th sections of the bill, (all re 
oe Om | & 2= lating to armed merchant vessels), which authorize 
n “| es the recapture of vessels from the pirates, taken 
lawoarae 3 esg> (as the coast of Cuba, &c.; allow salvage wp 
te te om wea | Z S328 |S one-eighth to one half; apportion among the crew: 
lsanaaa] * a 22 9. ac and owners of merchant vessels, the property of cap- 
o * 2 ~~. 8 = 3 tured piratical vessels; requiring bond of armed mer- 
sseesete deen chant vessels, for lawful conduct: authorizing the pre- 
| x > jsident of the United States to mene pas pean 
— — et ~~ . e ° oO 1 e vesse Ss cap- 
—2m Om CO] w > 2 =s for them; providing for a fund out 1 
nt Sg S358 & = irates, from which pensions are to be al- 
“Dot — bh Ol] Z seo3 j*8 tured from pira ’ 1 ~ 
Ss Keowl P2ES Ips lowed to sailors disabled in action with pirates, and 
Gr mal ow DD =w-S ¢ = °}: . . 

" S . oe —~ 14 2 to their families, if killed, &c. &e. ade 
as%eée15 eS bhtaé On the motion to strike out these ones, 8 bs 
Bh c 3 = debate took place, in which Messrs. oe aroour, 

— > oy . . ; ‘ : ed. 
to—trwrr] , ne: s 8 Smith, Holmes, of Maine, and ee eee is ake 
aS > > S a . mm The question being taken on cee aaa 

tal © _— 4 _ Ps e . yr , © © al 
So z S ea =| 2 = o |e tions, it was decided in the negative, by yea 
a a a - is a 
© em 6: jan nays, as follows: m Cha- 
InbOoOnm | = Fe we YEAS—Messrs. Barton, Bell, Bouligny, Branch, Brown 
- x Wait Findlay, Gaillard, Lowrie, 
ree ee te ' & der, Clayton, Cobb, D' Wolf, Dicke maak Tazewell Thomas and 
— + gi a gna Ruggies, Talbot, Taylor, ’ 
Om WWO! x ~ Van Dyke~ 21. ton, Edwards, Hayne. Jack- 
te 2 iwcmecntlo = a NAYS—Messrs. Rachens, nesses Seen y, King, of N.Y. Knight 
nRROWR—| Z 5 48 > | son, Johnson, ot Ky. Johnston, o aine Mt Lean, Mills, Palener, 
Seok me IT 2 i — | Lioyd, of Md. Liosd, of Mass. Mcdlvaine, eLean, Milis, 
Cc OorF Coe fe =) e. te Rae 4 jour, Smith, Van Buren and Williams -72 
So = Parrott, Seymour, Simuth, ‘ : } 
o gh Be “Mr. Lowrie then moved to strike out the second 
(I ODM hs D = ; a Mr. Lowrie 
| RO Gus © = ee 


section of the bill, which is as follows: 
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Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That the comman- 
ders and crews of the armed vessels of the United 
States shall be, and they are hereby authorized, un- 
Jer such instructions as may be given them by the 
president of the United States, in the fresh pursuit of 
pirates on the island of Cuba,or any other of the islands 
of Spain in the West Indies; to land whenever it may 
be necessary to secure the capture of the said pirates, 
and there to subdue, vanquish and capture them; to 
deliver them up to the authority of the island where 
captured, or to bring them to the United States for 
trial and adjudication, as the said instructions of the 
president of the United States may prescribe. 

This motion was decided, without debate, by yeas 
and nays, in the negative, as follows: 

Yeas—Messrs. Bell, Branch, Brown, Chandler, 
Clayton, Cobb, D’ Wolf, Dickerson, Findlay, Gaillacd, 
"owrie, Macon, Ruggles, Talbot, Taylor, Van Dyke 
—16. 

Nays—iessrs. Barbour, Barton, Benton, Bouligny, 
Eaton, Edwards, Hayne, Jackson, Johnson, of Ky. 


Knight, Lloyd, of Md. Lloyd, of Mass. Mellvaine, 
MeLean, Mills, Noble, Palmer, Parrott, Seymour, 
Smith, Tazewell, Thomas, Van Buren, Williams—28. 

Several other proposed amendments were consider- 
ed, all of which were rejected. 


Mr. Holmes, of Maine, renewed the motion which 
he’ had unsuccessfully made, in committee of the 
whole, to insert the following, as the third section of 
the bill: 

‘4nd be it further enacted, That no public armed ves- 
sel of the United States, authorized and employed 
for the suppression of piracy, shall be engaged or 
employed in the transportation of specie, or any other 
articles of freight, unless specially designated there- 
tor by the president of the United States.” 

The question was taken on this amendment, with- 
out further debate, and was decided by yeas and 
nays, as follows: 

Yeas——Messrs. Barton, Branch, Brown, Chandler, 
Clayton, Cobb, Dickerson, Findlay, Gaillard, Holmes, 
of Maine, King, of N. Y. Lloyd, of Md. McLean, Ma- 
con, Noble, Ruggles, Talbot, Tazewell, Thomas, Van 
Buren, Van Dyke, Williams—22. 

Nays—Messrs. Barbour, Bell, Benton, D’Wolf, Ea- 
ton, Edwards, Elliot, Hayne, Jackson, Johnson, of 
Lou. King, of Alab. Knight, Laaman, Lloyd, of Mass. 
Lowrie, McIlvaine, Mills, Palmer, Parrott, Seymour, 
Smith, Taylor—22. 

The senate being equally divided, the amendment 
was of course lost. 

The senate then adjourned to Monday. 


February 7. After a variety of preparatory busi- 
ness— 

The engrossed bill ‘‘for the suppression of piracy 
in the West Indies,’? was read a third time, passed, 
and sent to the house for concurrence. 

The senate then resumed the consideration of the 
report of the committee on the judiciary, unfavora- 
hile to the petition of Ebenezer Oliver and others, 
‘Yazoo claims], together with the motion to strike out 
of the resolution accompanying, the word ‘‘not,” so 
is to reverse the report. The debate on this subject 
was resumed, and continued during the whole of this 
day’s sitting. 

Mr. Van Buren spoke at great length against the 
claim—and Messrs Kelly, Seynour and Mits replied. 

After which, the senate adjourned, 


Feb. S. After other business— 
The committee on the part of the senate, appoint- 
ed tojoin such committee as might be appointed on 
the part of the house of representatives, to ascertain 
and report a mode of examining the votes for presi- 
dent and vice president of the United States, and of 


port, in part, the agreement of the joint committee 
to the following resolution: 


“ Resolved, That the two houses shall assemble in the chamber of 
the house of representatives, on Wednesday the 9th day of Februa- 
ry, 1825, at 12 o’clock; that one person be appointed teller on the 
part of the senate, and two persons be appointed tellers on the 
part of the house, to make a list ‘of the votes as they shall be de- 
clared; that the result shall be delivered to the president of the 
senate, who shall announce to the two houses, assembled as afore- 
said, the state of the vote; and the person or persons elected, if it 
shall appear that a choice hath been made agreeably to the con- 
stitution of the United States, which annunciation shall he deem- 
ed a sofficient declaration of the person er persons elected, and, 
together with a list of the votes, shall be entcred on the journals of 
the two houses.” 


[The committee which made this report, consist- 
ed, on the part of the senate, of Mr. Tazewell, Mr. 
Van Dyke and Mr. King, of Alab. On the part of the 
house of representatives, of Mr. Taylor, Mr. <reher, 
and Mr. Zhompson, of Pa.]| 

The resolution, after some remarks from several 
gentlemen, and an attempt, by Mr. Eaton, to amend 
it, was concurred in. 

Mr. Tazcicell was appointed teller on the part of the 
senate. 

The senate resumed the consideration of the re- 
port of the committee on the judiciary on the petition 
of E. Oliver, and others, and, on the question to strike 
out the word “not,” it was, after some further ob- 
servations from Messrs. JWills and Van Buren, deter- 
mined in the affrmative. Ayes 21, noes 20. 

On motion the bill was ordered to be recommitted, 
with instructions to report in favor of the petitioners, 
and the senate adjourned until 11 o’clock to-morrow. 
Feb. 9. The senate met pursuant to adjournment. 
The president communicated a report from the se- 
cretary of war, detailing the mannerin which the act 
of the 3d of March, 1823, has been executed, authoriz- 
ing him to appoint a suitable persen “‘to ascertain 
whether there has been any failure on the part of the U. 
States, in the fulflment of ccntracts for erecting for- 
tifications on Dauphin island; and if so, to ascertain 
the amount of damages thus sustained by Richard 
Harris and Nimrod Farrow, the contractors, by suc: 
failure; and also, to ascertain whether the said con- 
tractors themselves have failed in fulfilling the con- 
tract on their part, and the cause of such failure;’’ 
which was read, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. Hayne presented the petition of John Robert- 
son, late navy agent in Charleston, praying remune- 
ration for losses occasioned by the depreciation of 
treasury notes. 

The legislative business on the orders of the day 
was laid over; and, 

At twelve o’clock, the senate proceeded to the hall 
of the house of representatives, agreeably to joint re- 
solution, for the purpose of opening and counting the 
electoral votes for president and vice president of the 
United States. 

At half past 2 o’clock the senate returned to its 
chamber, and then 

Adjourned. 


— 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 

Thursday, Feb. 3. [We gave awary full accountof 
this day’s proceedings in the last Register, with the 
exception of what follows:] 

Mr. Call, of Florida, submitted the following rese- 
lution: 

Resolved, That the eommittee on the judiciary be instructed to 
inquire whether either of the judges of the Gistrict courts of Flo- 
rida have received fees for their services, not authorized by law; 
and, if any, what other mal-practices have been committed by the 
said judges, or either of them, and that the said curmmittee be an- 
thorized to compel the attendance of persons, and the production 
of papers, to promote this investigation. : 

The resolution was read, and then, on request of 
Mr. Call, the following letter was read: 

Honorable Richard Call: 





notifying the persons elected of their election, re- 


Sir: I have had the honor of receivinga note from 
you, addressed to me, as United States’ attorney for 
| Rast Florida, and asking information whether the 
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judge of the superior court of that district has ever 
charged fees for services performed in his judicial 
capacity. At the May term of the superior court of 
East Florida, in 1824, judge Smith established a num- 
ber of rules for the government of the practice of 
his court, by which provision is made for the trans- 
necting and doing of much business in vacation, which 
previously had been donein term, viz: such as mak- 
ing orders for commissions to take foreign testimony, 
and hearing and deciding on motions for amending 
pleadings, &c. and other matters and questions gene- 
rally aiding in the usual progress of a suit. For all 
which services, when performed, judge Smith has 
charged fees; Ihave paid them, and I believe every 
attorney of his, (judge Smith), court has done the 
same. 

ft is proper to mention, that in the United States 
and territorial cases, judge Smith has never charged 
fees. 

i remain, sir, your very obedient servant, 

Epcar Macon. 

February 2d, 1825. 

Mr. Call then rose, and said, it had become his 
painful duty to arraign before this house one ef the 
judicial officers of this government—a duty on which 
he entered with reluctance and regret. But it was 
one from which he could net shrink, when he consi- 
dered that he sheuld be wanting in fidelity to the in- 
terests of those whom he represented, if he were to 
permit the charges alleged against this individual to 
pass without iavestigation. Itis stated, said he, bya 
gentleman, whose reputation for honor, integrity and 
intelligence, cannot be questioned—a gentleman who 
occupies the respectable and responsibie station of 


. district attorney of the United States for the district 


cf East Florida, that the honorable Joseph L. Smith, 
a judge of the district court of the United States, re- 
ceiving from this governmenta salary of 1500 dollars 
per year, has so far forgotten the respect which he 
owes to himself, and the elevated station which he 
occupies, as to demand and reccive fees for the per- 
formance of those duties which properly belong to his 
judicial character. 

Sir, in the various departments of this government, 
there is no power so absolute, and none which should 
be administered with more wisdom and purity, than 
your judiciary. It is the sanctuary to which all must 
fly when life, fortune and reputation is endangered; 
and the interest of the whole community demands 
thatifs purity and integrity should be preserved even 
beyond suspicion. Sir, in those sections of your coun- 
try where society is well organized, and where its 
moral influence is calculated to suppress vice and 
promote virtue, even there, no institution is more 
necessary than an intelligent and virtuous judiciary. 
But this neeessity becomes more imperious in a coun- 
try whose society is scarcely yet formed-where stran- 
gers have congrerated from all parts of the world, 
speaking every variety of language, and possessing 
every variety of passion, prejudice and opinion, com- 
mon to their several countries and education. 

Sir, Florida is yet peopled by persons who are 
strangers to your lands, your language and your go- 
yernment, or by adventurers, who have been driven 
on the wave of emigration, in pursuit of fortune, or 
a better home. They look to you for protection, and 
they look to your officers for examples of justice and 
morality. Sir, the paltry pence which the learned 
judge bas wrung from the hands of honest industry, 
or from the unfortunate victim of oppression, who 
has sought protection in your courts of justice, is not 
the only evil we deprecate; it is the pernicious ef- 
fect of his example in showing a disregard to law, 
reason and decorum, which we most deplore. For 
iy own part, sir, I have ever considered, that he 
who presides in the temple of justice should be as 
pure and unspolted as he who offieciates at the altar of 





teed 


the Most High; and that ignorance or corruption in 
your judiciary, is an evil not less to be lamented 
than apostacy in your religion. 

From what cause, sir, has this extraordinary con- 
duct of the judge originated? Surely he will not 
plead ignorance of law, reason and the rules of de- 
corum? If he does, sir, he is unworthy of the ad- 
ministration of justice. Is he corrupt—does he 
pervert reason and misconstrue law, to gratify his 
avarice? If so, let him be hurled, with indignation, 
from the bench he has dishonored, and dismantled 
of the robes whose purity he has polluted. I am 
aware; sir, that he will endeavor to shelter himself 
under the statute book of the territory: but let me 
tell you, sir, he will find no proteetion there. There 
is no section or provision in the laws of the territory, 
which allows him the privilege of demanding fees. 
He knows that it was never the intention of the 
council, to allow him this privilege. 1, sir, was an 
humble member of the legislative council which 
enacted those laws: it sat in St. Augustine, the resi- 
dence of judge Smith. Twice, during a short ses- 
sion, did the friends of this gentleman propose to al- 
low him fees of office for the performance of his ju- 
dicial duties, and twice was that proposition rejected, 
with disdain, by the legislative council. Hence, sir, 
I have not even the charity to bélieve, that he has 
sinned through ignorance, or that he has committed 
an honest error of judgment. If I mistake not, he 
heard the discussion which took place in the legisla- 
tive council, on the proposition to allow him fees, 
and he knows it to have been rejected. Sir, I blush 
to have been the organ of communication to this 
house, of so unusual and so disreputable an occur- 
rence. But, sir, it is your officer of whom we com- 
plain; you sent him tous, and we ask you to take him 
away. I hope, sir, the resolution under considera- 
tion will be adopted, and that the most prompt and 
energetic measures may be taken by the house, to 
promote this investigation. 

Mr. Foote, of Conn. said he presumed there could 
be no objection to the adoption of this resolution, 
proposing an inquiry merely. His only regret in re- 
gard to it was, that the gentleman had thought it ne- 
cessary, in this stage of the business, to have gone into 
a statement of the facts of the case. He could have 
wished that the gentleman had reserved his facts until 
the report of the committee should have been made. 

The question was then taken on the resolution, 
which was agreed to without opposition. 

Friday, Feb. 4. Mr. Mercer, from the committee on 
roads and canals, to whom was referred the message 
of the governor of Maryland, on that subject, report- 
ed a bill confirming an act of the general assembly of 
Maryland, entitled an act to confirm an act of the 
general assembly of Virginia, entitled an act to incor- 
porate the Delaware and Chesapeake canal Compa- 
ny; which was laid onthe table, and ordered to be 
printed. 

After some other minor business—on motion of Mr. 
Condict, of N. J. the house then resumed the conside- 
ration of the motion of Mr. Forsuth, to refer the com- 
munication of the speaker to a select committee. 

An ardept and animated debate followed, which it 
is not in our power to give at length, even if it were 
supposed necessary. The speakers were Messrs. 
Forsyth, Wood, Tucker, Wright, McDuffie, Livermore, 
Rankin, Storrs, Fuller, Archer, Cady, Sandford, Ingham 
and Randolph, several of whom spoke more than once. 
From this list of names, it will appear that much 
power was exerted in the discussion; in which three 
or four other gentlemen also took some part. Out of 
the matter furnished, it is not easy to make a selec- 
tion; butit seems that we ought to preserve enough of 
the debate to shew the general reasons on which the 
different parties to the question acted. Perhaps the 
following may accomplish this object. 
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Mr. .@rcher, of Virginia, said, that being himself} 
opposed to an inquiry by a committee, and no other 
gentlemen stating any objections to it, he rose to state 
the grounds of his opposition. No one could be more 
willing than he was to take any measure to vindicate 
the dignity of this house, er to respond to the just 
claim of any member for the vindication of his offi- 
cialcharacter. But, he said, he did not consider that 
the honorable speaker was put in this predicament. 
What were the circumstances in which inquiries of 
this kind may, with propriety, be maintained by this 
house? Ought we (said he) to lend the grave sanc- 
tion of our names—ought we to operate, in a formal 
manner, by committces of inquiry, when nothing is 
presented to us to act upon but mere vague general 
newspaper invective? I ask if it consists with the dig- 
nity of this house, or with the claim of the speaker as 
a faithful officer and a gentleman, to institute this in- 
quiry? I conceive not. What,sir, are the circumstances 
under which we should be justified in raising a com- 
mittee in such a case as this? The act to which our 
attention is directed, ought to have these characteris- 
tics. It ought to be official in relation to the member 
whose conduct is impeached: it ought, also, to be 
something which can be proved if true, or disproved 
ifnot true. Mr. A. asked of gentlemen to Jook at the 
paper which was the foundation of this application, 
and say whether it came under either of these clas- 
ses. Whatisit? The writer of it speaks of rumors 
afloat here. Does he charze upon the speaker any 
act of malfaisance in relation to his duties here? No; 
he speaks of the course expected to be taken by a 
large number of members—of an imputation on the 
whole delegation from a particular part of the coun- 
try: and, when he speaks of the speaker, what does 
he say? Does he charge him wiih corruption—with 
any thing which, if proven, ought to produce inves- 
tigation—with any thing susceptible of proof or of 
disproof? Isuspect, sir, that the gentemen who are 
disposed to pursue this inquiry, have not adverted to 
the paper in question. ‘The only part of the letter 
which conveys an imputation upon the speaker, is not 
even matter of surprise upon the part of the writer of 
that letter: he speaks of it as a report—as something 
said and whispered in this place. Suppose this charge 
were true, said Mr. A. which I take this occasion to 
say that I would be one of the last in this house or in 
this country, to credit—suppose that it were true to 
the full extent.of the charge, or the insinuation deriv- 
ed from it, what can this committee do if raised? It 
must, whether the charge be true or not, make a re- 
port exculpatory of the speaker. Shall we raise a 
committee, then, when we know there can be but one 





—— 


pass upon him any other sentence than that of inef- 
fable contempt for his corruption and folly? No, sir, 
said Mr. A. I say that we must wait for some act 
which will perpetrate the corruption, by consummat- 
ing the purpose. In that event, circumstances will 
demand an inquiry on our part. Some act will have 
been committed against his official duty—some act 
which is issuable, and can be proved or disproved. It 
seems to me, sir, that this house will commit its own 
dignity, and cast a reproach upon the speaker him- 
self, which I know would beunfounded, by referring 
this subject to a committee. I hope, therefore. that 
the house will not grant the inquiry which is asked. 

Mr. Wood, of New York, said, that he rose simply 
to explain the vote he was about to give. He ac- 
corded, in opinion, with the gentleman from Virginia, 
(Mr. Archer), that the circumstances of this case 
were not such as to cal] for any investigation by the 


| house. The statements in the printed publication 


amounted to little else than vague rumor. They did 
not charge upon the speaker any act directly crimi- 
nal. As to the power ofthis house, he observed that 
the present appeal was made to it in its judicial 
character. The house was sometimes erected, by 
the constitution, into a court of justice, before which 
charges were preterred, and evidence taken, which 
sometimes resulted in the impeachment of a public 
officer, as was excmplified yesterday, when the dele- 
gate from Florida rose in his place, and made state- 
ments charging a judge with mal-practice in his 
office. In such cases, the house possessed an inquisi- 
torial power, which it becomes its duty to exert. 
The only other case in which the house acted in a 
judicial capacity, was, when it punished an indi- 
vidual for a contempt. What were the objects of 
this latter power? ‘he first was to protect the per- 
sonal liberty of its members. The second was to 
prevent them from being overawed in exercising the 
privilege of free debate; and the third was to vindi- 
cate their official purity. The power of punishing 
contempts extends no farther than this. If the pre- 
sent subject was tested by this rule, it would be 
found not to be embraced by either of the branches 
of that power which he had justenumerated. Shouid 
the committee be raised, and should it act, its act- 
ing must be wholly inoperative, because the inguiry 
was not supported by the subject matter. To have 
any effect, the matter to be inquired into, must have 
terminated in some act either vindicatory or punisha- 
ble. In the present case, there existed no such act, 
and, therefore, the inquiry must be useless. 

Mr. Forsyth then supported the proposition to raise 
a committee, at length, He was followed by Mr. 





response to the inquiry, no matter what the facts may 
be? Todo so wiil be to constitute an inquiry which 
can leadtonouseful result. Ifthe things alleged or 
insinuated be true—if the speaker be guilty of all the 
corruption which scurrility has charged upon him, it 
must be a matter within his own breast, the truth of 
which no testimony can establish. If the allegations 
be true, you cannot convictthe speaker of the im- 


puted offence. Any inquiry of ours into it, therefore, | 


willbe a farce and a mockery. I will not lend my- 
self tosuch an inquiry. 

What, said Mr. A. does the charge, contained in this 
letter, in its worst form, say? Does it say that the 
speaker has betrayed his duty? No: but that it is 
surmised that he means to doso. If it shall appear, 
in the sequel, that that officer has violated his duty, 
then there will be ground for inquiry. But, at pre- 
sent, suppose it were truc, that the speaker had 
thrown away the high character he has always main- 
tained in the country and in this house—that he was 
the venal thing the publication in question would re- 
present him to be, and that he did contemplate this 
shameful violation of his duty to his country—would 
he even in that case be punishable here? Would we 


Tucker on the same side. Mr. Gazlay thought it was 
(an ‘‘extrancous and personal” inquiry, that ought 
| not to be permitted at the present moment; and, ve- 
lieving that no good, public or private, could result 
from it, he moved to lay the resolution on the table— 
| Mr. Wright, ot Ohio, said he was not certain that 
he understood the gentlemen who opposed the pro- 
position to raise a committee in the case under cone 
'sideration; but, if he did, the Opposition resis on the 
‘hypothesis that the letter alluded to, and avowed on 
| the floor, by a member of the house, contained po 
charge of any offence, or of any specific act done, 
| which, if found true, wou!d jead to any ulterior me:- 
sure, in relation to the accused, or, if found fa!se, to 
any like measure, in relation to the accuser that 
there is no specific charge here, of any act done, but 
all rested on common rumor of acts not yet consum- 
mated—still resting in intention, which could not pro- 
perly be investigated, until ripened into act. 

Sir, Lhave no objection to consider the matter in 
this point of view, and t» meet gentlemen on their 
own ground. I will undertake to show to the honse, 
that there is in the publication, a direct charge against 
the presiding officer of this house, of having entered 
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into a corrupt bargain, in relation to his vote, and;suchacharge, so characterized by the writer, and 
that of his friends, on a question pending, devolved | avowed on this floor by a member, with a pledge to 
upon us by the constitution, of the highest and most! prove it true, could be regarded as imputing no tur 


important character that can devolve upon us, and 
which is soon to be decided. If I do this, sir, it will 
be idle to say, we can take no measures to investigate 
such a charge, until the intended corrupt act is con- 
summated, because the question is hastening on, and 
we should free ourselves from the effect of the corrupt 
bargain, and not suffer it to pollute our legislative 
hall, and be carried into the election, where it is in- 
tended to operate, before we can move. When it 
has produced its effect, it will be of no use to take 
any step in relation to it. 

The writer of the letter, sir, commences, by stating 
his object, in writing, to be, to give information “‘of 


one of the most disgraceful transactions that ever! 
eovered with infamy the republicanranks.” A trans- | 


action so base, that it laid the axe at the very root 
of the tree of liberty. He proceeds “to give a brief 
account of such a bargain, as can only be equalled by 
ihe famous Burr conspiracy of 1801,’ and then goes 
on to state, 

ist. That, §*for some time past, the friends of Mr. 
Clay had hinted that they, like the Swiss, would fight 
for those who would pay best. 

2d. That overtures were said to have been made, by 
the friends of Adams, of the department of state, to 
Mr. Clay, for his aid to elect Mr. Adams. 

3d. That the friends of Clay informed the friends 
of Jackson of the overture, and hinted, that, for the 
same offer from Jackson’s friends, they would close 
with them, but none of the friends of Jackson would 
descend to such mean barter and sale. / 

4th. That Jackson’s friends-did not believe that the 




















pitude or crime, which, if true; would not lead to 
ulterior measures; itis too clear to admit of doub! 

But, it is said, the inlerest spoken of, means only Mr 

Clay’s own exertions. Sir, this is not the under- 
standing of the member who penned the charge: He 
says, ‘‘Jackson’s friends did not believe the contrac! 
would be ratified by the members from the states who 
voted for Clay, and that it was his opinion that 
men, possessing any honorable principle, cowld not, nor 
would not, be transferred, like the planter does his ne- 
groes, or the farmer his team and horses; and that, 
in consideration of the transfer, Mr. Clay was to be 
appointed secretary of state.” Who are here said to 
be transferred? Mr. Clay’s friends in the house. 
Who made the transfer and was to receive the con- 
sideration? Mr.Clay. The presiding officer of this 
house is directly and positively charged, by a mem- 
ber in his place, with entering into a corrupt con- 
tract, by which, for the consideration of an office 

dependent on success, he stipulates to transfer his 
own vote, and those of the members from the states 
who had voted for Mr. Clay for the presidency, to 
one of the three candidates presented to us to choose 
a presidentfrom: or, if it be nota positive charge, } 
have no conception what idea the gentleman attaches 
to a positive charge. We are told, sir, with this 
charge before us, that no offence is imputed—that al! 
rests on rumors—nothing affecting, in the slightest 
degree, the dignity of the house!—your presiding 
officer corruptly selling his own vote, and that of his 
fellow-members, is no offence to the dignity of the 


'house!—that no ulterior measures can grow out of 
contract would be ratified by the members from the | 


states who had voted for Clay; but that it was the | nity to notice such vague rumors! 


such a charge, if true: and that itis beneath our dig- 
Sir, will you go 


writer’s opinion, from the first, “that men, possessing | to the election of a chief magistrate while corruption 
any honorable principles, could not, nor would not, | fills your hall, and seeks to find its way into your bal- 


be transferred like;the planter does his negroes, or | lot boxes? 


the farmer his team and horses.” 
“contrary to this expectation, it is now ascertained 
to a certainty, that Henry Clay has transferred his 
interest to John Quincy Adams,” and, in ‘‘considera- 
tion of this abandonment of duty to his constituents, 


it is said, and believed, should this unholy coalition’ 


prevail, Clay is tabe appointed secretary of state.” 

The charges contained tn this letter against Mr. 
Clay’s friends, amongst whom I am proud to acknow- 
ledge myself, Ishall not now notice, as [I consider 
those charges only incidentally before you: but the 
charge against him is clear and explicit—one, that I 
think no man can mistake, as positive in its charac- 
ter as any one could wish. . 

It is, ‘that it was asccrtained to a certainty that H. 
Clay had, by mean bargain and sale, transferred his in- 
terest to Adams, and, in consideration of that abandon- 
ment of duty to his constituents, if the unholy coalition 
succeeds, Mr. Clay is to be appointed secretary of 
state.” Is this no charge, imputing conduct te the 
speaker, in his representative character, calling for 
the interposition of the power of this house, or in any 
way affecting its dignity? Perhaps no language is so 
suitable to give a character to the che-ge as that of 
the letter writer himself. I will present you his own 
character and opinion of the charge nearly in his own 
words. ile characterises the contract imputed, as 
predicated on an cbandonment of duty, (by Nir. Clay), 
to his constituents: as an unholy coalition: as a mean 
barter and sale, of the character of a transfer, by a 
master, of his negroes, or by a planter of his team and 
horses: as equalled only by the famous Burr conspira- 
cy of 1801: as the most disgraceful transaction that ever 
covered with infamy the republican ranks: so base as 
to lay the axe at the very root of the tree of liberty: 
a transaction no men, possessing any honorable principle, 
would submitto. Surely, no gentleman will say that 





No, sir, let us go to that work with pure 


But, he says, | hands, and drive these corrupt bargainers from our 


presence. Let us investigate these charges; and, ii 
they are found true, I have no hesitation in saying, 
your speaker is unworthy the station he fills, or a 
seat on this floor; and I, for one, will vote for his ex- 
pulsion, as | would any member, who would falsely 
make such acharge. We ought notto stop until the 
deed be done, and then seek to punish; but should 
proceed now, in time to prevent the mischief, and 
satisfy the nation that, when we go into the election, 
we are free from the imputation of corrupt influence. 

Mr. Speaker, Ido not wish to trespass on the time 
of the house, but felt myself impelled to make the re- 
marks I have, 

Mr. McDuffie, of South Carelina, next rose. He 
was sorry, he said, to be obliged to trespass on the 
attention of the house on this most unpleasant busi- 
ness. But, if we adopt the course suggested, (said 
he), we must inflict on the character of this house, 
an injury much greater than it has yet sustained 
Before we adopt any measure—before we deter- 
mine the legitimate extent of our power, we must 
ascertain that there is some lawful act which we 
may do as the result and consequence of that inves- 
tigation. Sir, this house is not a mere collection ot 
individuals, who are to constitute themselves into 2 
corps of compurgators. Whether a charge prefer- 
red against a member be true*or false, it is not fo: 
this house to organize itself into a tribunal, to try it: 
truth or falsehood, unless it have a right to do some 
act founded on the truth or falsehood of that charge 
In the case now before us, what are we todo? In 
what is this inquiry te end? If we had any legiti- 
mate object in view, either to expel the speaker, or 
the member who has made the charge, we might be 
justified in this proceeding. But let us meet th 
question as it stands, and inquire whether. pon the 
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and actual state of facts, this house has the power to ex-{this house, but we are about to punish itin a form 
e to pel either the speaker or the member. characteristic of tyranny. We are about to pre- 
tur Notwithstanding the ingenious exposition of the | pare the law, judge the facts, and inflict the punish- 
d to hon. member from Ohio, (Mr. Wright), it was per-}ment, by the same act. We are called upon to 
yubt fectly clear, and any one who dispassionately perus- | punish a publication in relation to an ordinary act of 
Mr ed the letter, would come to the same conclusion, ; this house, on a matter deeply interesting to the pub- 


der. that no charge was made in it against any portion of } lic. 


We are called upon to punish it by our own 
He this house. 


The writer speaks in genera] terms of aj will, and under an excitement which every one na- 


tract combination, a coalition, an unholy coalition; but, } turally feels when an attack is made upon him. 
who said Mr. McD. when you come to have the histori-; In this country, the law of libel—for that is really 
that cal, or narrative, character of the letter, you find it {the question now to be discussed—has reccived very 
nor is nothing more than that it is “reported,” and “be-jimportant modifications, mitigating it to a degree 
ne- lieved,” that such things are, as are recited. For a} very far below the standard of other countries, even 
hat, long time, he says, the charges were not believed, | of the freest country next to the United States. The 
> be but that now they are believed. The existence of} English law of Jibel is not that of the United States. 
d to such combinations, &c. is stated, but as a mere mat- | What is the modification of it in thiscountry, not by 
use, ter of belief. By whose agency does he say these | statutory enactment, but by the mere force of judi- 
On- 3 combinations are supposed to have been produced? | cial decisions, in conformity to the genius of the go- 
this Is it by that of the speaker of this house? Letany|vernment? By the Jaw of libel in England, a man 
em- . one put his finger on the passage in the letter which | may be punished although he tells the truth. What 
On- says that the speaker has made, or accepted, any pro-|is your law? That charges against a public. officer, in 
ice position leading to corruption. Itis his friends who | relation to his public conduct. shall not be the subject 
his are said to have thrown out hints, &c. If the letter |of prosecution for libel at all; that the public is so 


:tes ! contain any charge, it is not against the speaker, but | deeply interested in the investigation of its concerns, 





, to against his friends. His friends, where? He hasjand in the exposure of faults or vices in its agents, 
Ose friends out of this house, and in this house. It dees} that this power of punishing for libels shall be taken 
e | not appear that even any member of this house is in- | from their hands altogether. That was the prin- 
hec cluded in the allusions of the letter. The charge,|ciple upon which the sedition law was repealed— 
his then, is one which is founded on rumors, vague and | not because a man ought not to be punished for a 
al} indefinite—a charge against an individual notnamed. | libel, but because the power of punishment was so 
est But, sir, I have a much stronger objection to this | Jiable to abuse, that the government had better throw 
ing proposition, than any which results trom the par-}itself upon the intelligence and magnanimity cf the 
his ticular inquiry into the nature and character of the | country, than exercise such a power. 
he charge. I go on higher ground, andI denythatwe} What then, sir, are we about to do? The thing 
of can prosecute this investigation, with a view to an | condemned by public opinion—and to do itin a form 
ig- act by which alone it can be consummated, without | more exceptionable than any ever contemplated by 
Zo violating the highest privileges of the people of}the eld sedition law. Let us ask ourselves. what are 
on the United States. We have been told of the danger {the purposes to which a power of this description 
al- of the liberty of the press, and the dangers te which | may be applied ata future time. What does this letter, 
re the liberties of the country will be exposed by in- {which is the ground of our proceeding, re!ate to? The 
ur dulging it. These, sir, are the arguments by which, | election of president of the United States. How is 
if in all countries, that essential palladium of liberty has | that election'to be made?) What remains to be done 
7. been assailed. This is not a new subject in this|for its completion? The work, which commenced 
a country. This is nota new inquiry, though in a new | with the people, isto be consummated here. Where 
x- form. There was atime, some years ago,of great;are we? In the midst of our constituents? No, sir, 
ly public excitement, when the people of this country | we are far removed from the eye of those to whom we 
16 were rising up against an administration which was !are responsible. Under what temptations do we act? 
ld not acceptable to them, and this subject, regarding | Under temptations, by which personal interest may 
id the powers of the government, underwent delibera- | induce us toact coutrary tothe public will. Weare 
. tion by congress, and an act on the subject was{not only to be exciuded, possibly, from the public 
B. adopted. The question, whether this government jeye, but we are to choak up the channels, threugh 
e has a right to protect itself against investigation, by ; which, alone, the people can know what is going oa 
3 enforcing, (not the common law of England), butthe |here. Is it not more important that public opinion 
common law of England, with a host of modifications, | should be enlightened bythe general dissemination ef 
. to punish those who libel the government, was de- | aknowledge of the acts of public agents, than that, 
e termined in congress by the passage of an act, which | even toredress a wrong, we should establish an engine 
q act was nothing more or less than the famous sedi- | which may, hereafter, be liable to the most pernici- 
d tion law. On what argument was that law founded? | ous abuse? There is no subject in regard to which 





On this: that the government could not protect itself) rumors may not be circulated, and the ground of our 
; by the common law of England. But what was the | proceeding is nothing more than rumor. Suppose 
2 proposition embraced by that act? Was it an act to! the libertics of the country were really in danger. 
authorize any branch of the government to punish! We had a scene here, four and twenty years agu, to 
} by its own act, a libel upon it? Was that the propo-; which it may be salutary to recur, with a view to «s- 
1 ‘ sition? Was it a law to authorize a person in office | timate what may occur hereatier. Wow did the poo- 
f to become his own avenger? No. liow 


sion that, if the congress or any officer of this go-| 


vernment was libelled, the party injured might ap- 
p yto the judicial tribunals, and call upon a jury of 
the country for redress. It was there that the inves- 
tigation was to be prosecuted, and if the charge was 
false, it was there to be punished. 
country to that law? The people rose indignant 
against it—the law was repealed—and no man now 
rises to do honor to the name or memory of it. No 
man rises to vindicate that law. And what are we 
about to do? We are not only to punish a libel 
alleged to have been uttered against a member of 


What said the | 


It was a provi-, ple ascertain the machinations of that day? 


/ 


| 





was the loud voices of reprobation made to sound 
through the country? By the reports—the rumors, 
then in circulation. If you are forbidden, by a de- 
cision here, to disclose rumors, reports, and specus 
lations, on political topics, then the object of the in- 
triguer, the conspirator against the public interest, is 
accomplished. If you hold up the arm of terror 
against every man who speculates on probabilities, 
or gives currency to rumors, you reaiize the dead 
silence of despotism. When you lull the sentinel to 
sleep, the conspirator may fearlessly walk abroad in 
the dark, and the public eye cannot detect him. A 
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precedent more dangerous has never been set in this 
government, than would be by the institution of this 
inquiry. 

A few words, said Mr. McD., as to the analogous 
powers, exercised in other countries, of punishment 
for contempt. If the member from Pennsylvania is 
to be punished, it is for acentempt. And, without 
pressing the argument, that a publication in a news- 
paper cannot be a contempt—without going into the 
argument, that that which cannot be a libe], cannot 
be the basis of a motion to expel a member for con- 
tempt—I could show, that, according to the practice 
of the English courts, the case now before us never 
sould be made out to be a ease of contempt of this 
house. Mr. McD. asked for a precedent to show that 
a charge made against any: member, was a contempt 
of the house. The charge, tobe acontempt, must be, 
according to all precedent, a charge against the house, 
or against some organized committee of the house. 
That was the rule in the British parliament. If one 
makes a charge against either house, the English par- 
liament, being supreme, which I trust we are not, 
has the power to punish for contempt, but not in the 
ease of a charge against any individual member. In 
every view of the subject, he thought the house ought 
to pause in its course. 

But, the house had been told that, in this case, a 
precedent was to be found in the investigation which 
took place at the last session. Not so, Mr. McD. 
said. The investigation in that case was not found- 
cd on newspaper publications, but upon a memorial 
addressed to the house, calling upon it to institute it. 
Hlow, said he, have we got this matter before us? 
Siow did it come here? Who brought it? A publica- 
tion appeared in aremote newspaper. Suppose it had 


‘been by the editor of the paper, would we call him 


here, and punish him? That is not pretended. Is a 
member of this house deprived, by his election to this 
station, of the common right of a citizen? No. If 
that letter merely had appeared before the public, 
we should not have gone into this inquiry. How did 
that letter get here? The member who brought it 
here, issued, in a public print, the following card: 
[Here Mr. McD. read the whole of the card, till he 
came to the passage where it says, ‘‘and if he, (the 
author of the Philadelphia letter), dare unveil him- 
self, and avow his name, I will hold him responsible” 
—not, said Mr. McD. to an investigation before this 
house, but-‘‘to all the laws which govern and regulate 
the conduct of men of honor.”] Now, sir, said Mr. 
McD. so far as this letter has been traced to a mem- 
ber of this house, the avowal of it has been extorted 
—drawn out—by this publication. If I were to go 
into the question of a breach of privilege, on this oc- 
casion, I would say, here, in this “card,” is a breach 
of privilege—a publie challenge is more a breach of 
privilege than the writing of that letter; and yet, 
after the name of the writer has been thus extorted, 
this house.is called upon to interfere in the matter. 
So far as a change has been made in the character of 
this case, from that of a mere newspaper publication, 
it has been done in a way which gives it no title to 
ourcountenance. The name of the writer has been 
extorted by this challenge, and all that follows par- 
takes of this personal character. Both as regards the 
individual concerned, the circumstances of the case, 
and the high public principles involved in it, I think it 
most inexpedient to adopt the resolution for appoint- 
ing a committee. I appeal to the good sense and 
good feeling of the members of this house to say, if it 
were even proper to institute such an investigation, 
whether a more unfortunate period for it could be 
found, in the bistory of the country, than this; and 
whether this house is to be disturbed and thrown into 
commotion, by the introduction of such matter as this, 
on the eve of a presidential election, when the charac- 
ter of the house, and the honor of the country, more 





than ever, require tranquility and propricty in the 
proceedings of the house. 

Mr. Forsyth said he had not interrupted the gentle- 
man from South Carolina, because he knew he should 
have an opportunity toexplain, after he had coneinc- 
ed. The gentleman has,(said Mr. F.) very adroitly 
brought the old sedition lawto bear upon me. But, 
sir, I did not say that the press was dangerous to li- 
berty. Far from it. I said that it had ceased to be 
dangerous: that its corruption was so great, that a 
charge againsta public man could not be met by him, 
in the press, without self-degradation. It is not the 
danger of the press that Ideprecate. I wish it were 
more dangerous than itis; and that every charge 
made against a public officer should compel that of- 
ficer to appeal to the press. Atpresent, on the con- 
trary, an individual gives currency and color to any 
charge againt him, by appealing to the press. This 
he considered a great misfortune, and deeply regret- 
ted it: but such was the fact. 


Mr. WeDuffie said he was happy to be informed that 
he had misunderstood the gentleman, and hoped that 
no gentleman in the house entertained such a senti- 
ment as that disclaimed by the gentleman from Geor- 
gia. 

Mr. Fuller, of Mass. rose to offer a few observations upon some 
of the grounds taken by the gentleman from South Carolina, (Mr 
McDuffie.) He concurred with him in the conviction, that the. 
allegations in the letter, which had been published in the Phila- 
delphia newspaper, were utterly groundjess; that conviction, Mr. 
F. believed, was universal, or nearly so, among the members of 
this house. Were it not so, he could not doubt that every member, 
who really believed in the existence of such corrupt bargaining, as 
the letter alleged, would promote the proposed inquiry. He was 
convinced that those who now opposed the investigation, did so 
with the belief that no such corruption existed. Had the charges 
been confined to anunymous publications in the newspaper, I 
would not, said Mr. F. have given my vote for the inquiry sought. 
But, when the member from Pennsylvania stands up voluntarily 
in bis place, and reiterates the charges by adopting the letter as Ins 
own, I think the house is bound to treat it in a different manner; 
I say voluntari/y, for there was no color, as far as 1 could discern, 
for the suggestion of the gentleman froin South Carolina, that he 
was surprised or intimidated into the course he took. 

Charges, thus deliberately made on this oor, by a member of 
the body, against a member distinguished as its presiding officer, 
of having corruptly transferred bis vote and his influence to defeat 
the will of the people, and betray the interests of his constituents, 
the honorable gentleman frons South Carolina tells us cannot be 
legitimately investigated by this house, because the result of such 
investigation can lead to no constitutional act” on our part.— 
Surely, the position of the gentleman cannot be sustained; if it 
could, I might agree with him in opposing the commitment. But, 
sir, if the charges are proved, I awn confident that a remedial power 
exists in this body. It can perform a “constitutional act,” by the 
expulsion of the person upon whom the stain of corruption is fixed. 
Nay, sir, instead of deeming the present time improper or unsea- 
sonable, in my opinion it is the very moment when it becomes us 
to act with promptitude and energy. The publie excitement, 
which gentlemen so much deprecate, can be repressed iv no otber 
way. An election by this house is at hand, in which the whole 
nation takes a lively interest; in conducting which it behoves us 
to act with such fairness and independence, as to defy malice and 
repress suspicion: innumerable letters bave gone abroad, and some 
of them been published, fraught with charges of corruption in our 
body. A member in his place, avows himself ready to prove the 
charges contained in one of the most outrageous of them; and how 
does the gentleman propose to allay the public excitement? Why, 
by stifling the iuquiry, by suffering the charges to go abroad—to 
extend through the community—to gain the ear of the public, 
without any sueh contradiction as can counteract the poison! No, 
sir—this can never allay the excitement or prevent the mischief.— 
It is only by adopting the severest scrutiny into the truth or false- 
hood of the charges, and, if found to be false, as the gentleman 
himnself appears to anticipate, by sending forth the authentic refu- 
tation, that the people of this country will be satisfied. This alone 
will allay the excitement. The people have the highest confidence 
,s their representatives, and this course will confirm that confi- 

ence. 

But, sir, the gentleman resists the inquiry upon another ground. 
The freedom of the press will be invaded by pursuing it! ‘Lhcre is 
not the shadow of 'reasou for the apprehension. He treats it as if 
the printer or the writer of the letter were arraigned at our bar 
, for the publication, as a contempt of the house. No such thing is 
proposed. So fur from the liberty of the press bing menaced by 
| the proceeding, it in fact affords the press the means of effecting 
| its professed object. This object is presumed to be, as it professes, 
ithe promu/gation of truth for the prevention of mischiet. Instead 
of arraigning the printer at our bar, we forthwith iustitute an in- 
quiry, and, if the publication is proved, the remedy will be com- 
plete and the object be attained. Even if found to be talse, the print- 
er remains untouched; nay, the writer of the letter, a member of 
this body, incurs no personal danger; unless, indeed, it should ap 
pear, which I do not believe, that the publication was made mali. 
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with the public councils ofthenation. Will any one undertake to 


victed of theft, (if, said Mr. S. I may suppose a case so offen- 
sive,) we have not the power to dethrone him from the seat which 
he had thus dishonored? Ifhe is charged with bribery and the m.at 


ing the purity of the place? If the charge was proved, is there any 
among us who would not feel degraded in the occupation of oue 


Sir, said Mr. S. the place of a representative here, is one of the 


most transcendent trusts in the gift of the free people of these 
states. “Lhe charge preferred against our presiding officer, strikes 


at the foundation of all public confidence in the purity of the 
house. If we refuse inquiry, especially at a moment and on a sul 
ject peculiar as the present, what will be the suspicions, jast or 
unjust, of a people generously jealous of the honor of their rulers, 
and who must feel in some degree, the degradation of their govern- 
ment, in the scandel of their public councils? Iv these charges can 
be proved, I would not sit here for a moment, if I thought that 
we must patiently bear the humiliation ofsuch a place. Our situa- 
tion is atthis moment peculiarly delicatz. Rumoc has been busily 
employed in sapping the foundation of al! confidence in our pro- 
ceedings. The public prints have disseminated far and wide the 
basest insinuations against the honor of this house. It is scarcely 
a day since I read in another print, froa New York, a eharge of 
another coalition here for power. I know it to be false, and we 
all know it tobeso. But, sir, the public mind may be poisoned by 
this inveterate perseverance of the press. It becomes us,in my 
judgment, to act firmly and promp:ly—to bring, if necessary, every 
member of the house to the scrutiny. Ifthe honor ofour speaker 


the ciously, with a knowledge of its falsehood. ‘To suppose this, or to 4 stitution, to expel him from the house, as unfit to be associated 
indulge a belief that a base conspiracy exists to alfect the ap- 
t] preaching election, by spreading abroad rumors of bargains and } convince the house, that, if its presiding officer should be con- 
c- intrigues between any of the candidates and the members, by 
uld whom the election is to be made, would imply a want of candor, 
ne. which Mr. F. said he freely disclaimed. 
it] Believing, therefore, Mr. F. said, that the charges were so pre- | barter and sale of his vote as a meniber, is it an offence less involv« 
itly sented, and were of such a nature, that if sustained, the house might 
Sut, proceed to punish the guilty, whoever they might be; and if not 
}i- sustained, that the speedy and authentic declaration on the part of | of these srats? 
b the house, that they were groundless, would quiet the anxiety and 
” dissipate the jealousy engendered by fale surmises and groundless 
ita rumors, through the community; he could not but hope the com- 
im, mittee would be appointed. 
the Mr. Livermore briefly supported, ard Mr. Rankin, 
ere at considerable length, opposed the reference. 
rge latter thought it was not the duty of congress to 
of: seize on a publication, and take it out of the ordinary 
on- > course of investigation, &c. 
iny Mr. Storrs, of New York, said that,in hisjudgment, the subject 
his before the house was to be viewed in two aspects—the one of which 
regarded the reputation of the individual member accused, the 
et- other concerned the character of the house itself. He should not 
hesitate to say that, in the frst aspect. he thought the house should 
always exercise tbeir discretionary power to the most liberal, and, 
hat perhaps, generous extent. He should be ever jealous of the honor 
hat of its members, aud, whenever asked to interfere, officially, for its 
$ protection from calumny, which affects them in the discharge of 
iti their duty here as representatives, should not be scrupujous in 
or granting an investigation of the charges. I would, in the first in- 


stance, said Mr. S. goso far as generally to permit any gentieman 
here to be his own judge in a matter which thus affecred his owa 
omy honor; and, if he deemed an investigation necessary to his vindi- 
ve eation, granthim an inqwry. He would not express an opinion 


is implicated by the inquiry, it is our solemn duty to purify the 
house from the dishonor. If caluimniated, we not only vindicate 
hin, but ourselves, from the suspicion. ‘The eharge is too palpa- 
bly made to be evaded. ‘The proof is offered, and if we now deny 
the inquiry, the nation itself will inquire, and pass their judgment 
on him and us, without proof. Mr. 5. concluded by saying, that, if 
the inquiry should be had, and any charge subsiantiated which af- 
fected its presiding officer, if not with crime, even with dishonor, 
in a liberal sense, he should consider the house bound to procecad 
another step, and he would, for one, proceed to the last resort, if 
one of his own kindred occupied the place. 


Mr. McDuffie replied to Mr. Storrs, and Mr. Fuller 


made some remarks on what fell from Mr. WeDufie. 
A motion to postpone the subject till Thursday next, 


these states, look to it,as they should, with the most intense inte- } WS lost—for it 62, against it 145. After Mr. Sand- 


ford had made a few general remarks, exhorting the 
house to reflection— 


Mr. Ingham, of Pa. observed, that he hoped, although the 


hour was late, the house would indulge him ina brief expression 
of his views on the subject before them. When that subject was 
first presented, it struck his mind that the investigation ought tu 
be ordered, and his first impression was, that he should vote for 
the appointment of a committee, and against all attempts to re- 
sist the inquiry. But, during the course of the debate tu-day, he 


had reflected more maturely, as he had endeavored also to do 
during the past night, and he now felt satisfied that this question 


e transfer of the votes of certain members of this body, | involved much higher considerations than an ordinary question 


of inquiry. What was the question vow before the house? Was 


y be made. It is not alleged to have | it an issue joined between two members, the consequence of 


which must necessarily be the prostration of one of them? 
‘That, he apprehended, was not the case. The question had 
been represented, on all sides, as a question of privilege.~ 
The privilege of the speaker had been invaded, and the house 
was called upon to punish the offender. He thought that, as 


resides over its deliberations, has | the inflicting of such punishment was an exercise of the high- 


est privilege possessed by the house, it ought ever to be done with 


‘The consideration is stated to have been paid, and believed tu have | the utmost caution and care. He had had the honor to be pre- 
been the acquirement of an office of high trust in the govern- | sent, some years age, when the nature of this prerogative under- 


went a full and solemn discussion, and he well remembered, that 
it was then determined, that the power of the bouse to punish 


It boldly aunounces to the | was a power which had no limits; that it was a constiuctive 
nation, that, however strange, base and disgraceful, the travsaction | power, springing out of the necessary organization of the house, 


he ou the matter now before the house, so far as any one might be 
+l concerned as an individual, for it bad now assumed a character 
mt which involved the honor and purity of the house. It is vo Jess 
- 4 question than whether we shall vindicate the house itself, from 
oi che imputation of direct bribery. Ifthe character of its presiding 
— efficer is concerned, and if that seat is even suspected to have 
- peen tarnished with dishonor,and we deny the most rigid inquiry, 
~ the public confidence in us will be forfeited. It is impossible to 
- conceal and useless to disguise the fact, that, in every thing which 
; concerns the interesting question which has devolved on us at the 
- present session, the public eye is upon this house. The people of 
nis rest. Wemay expect the severest scrutiny of All which transpires 
ad heres I fully accord, said Mr. S. tothe general views expressed a 
i? day or two since on this point, by an honorable member from 
he Pennsylvania, (Mr. Buchanan.) ‘The people will demand that no 
f mystery sball shelter the conduct of their representatives from the 
S public eye—that, if corruption and intrigue should be suspected to 
ws exist, it shall be dragged from its lurking places—that, if light is 
non demanded by our constituents, inguiry shall be had—full, perfect, 
~ and severe inquiry. 
be What, then, is the true character of the matter to which it is 
rh now proposed to extend the interposition of the house? It was 
fae stated in a public print, that a base and corrupt bargain had been 
it made for 
ie to one of the persons from whom the selection for the next presi- 
wn dent must constitutionall 
' been done out of doors. ‘The publication expressly charges that 
a. this corruption exists within these walls—that it was the opinion 
- of the writer, that men of honorable principles would not consent 
= to be “transferred” in that way; and, in a subsequent part of the let- 
ty ter, itis directly asserted that 2¢ is now ascertained to a certainty, that 
ad the member of the house who 
. transferred his interest. The charge is unequivocal and direct.— 
d 
~ ment. 
rd No essential part of this letter is stated to be founded on hearsay 
Ss or rumor, except the last paragraph. 
: may be, it is nevertheless true. 





ly—with the most odious and offensive epithets, and couchudes 
with au appeal to public opinion, to stay the consummation of the 
profligate contract. ‘This paper was laid before the house, by the 
member whose name was thus publicly given, as the party to this 
foul bribery. Iam not prepared, said Mr. S. to give an opinion, 
whether, if this were all which we had before us, the house, consi- 
dering other circumstances, which are well known to have been 
intimately connected with the subject, would not have found some 
extrinsic difficulties in the path of its interposition. But, when 
the communication was made, a member from Pennsylvania, who 
is entitled to our respect, rose im his place, and avowed substantially 
to the house, his readiness to mect the inquiry which was asked, and 
to prove the truth of the chargese After such au avowal, in the 
presence of the house, and from a member of the house, Mr. S. said, 
that he felc bound to proceed, and viudicate the house from the 
charge, Or punish the guilty partakers of this corrupt conspiracy 
‘Yhe honorable member from South Carolina, (Mr. McDaffie), ex- 
pressed an objection to the inquiry, because no constitutional act 
of this house could result from the investigation. Mr. S. ssid, that, 
if the charge should be proved, the duty of the house was, in his 
opinion, clear and plain. 

The power of electing its own presiding officer, involved, as an iv- 
separable incident, the power to displace him. He bolds Uist exalted 





station by the will of the house, and ala | its own pleasure. His 
power may be directly exercised tu degrade him from that honora- 
ble plage; and, under another power, expressly granted by the con- 


It is stigmatized—and, if true, just- | and essential to its self-preservatiun. It extended even to death, 


if taat Were necessary; aud, in the exercise of such @ preroga- 
tive, was that house about to act as of an ordinary case of enguis 
ry? It was a question of the very highest importance. On the 
occasion to which he bad alluded, although Usre was no doubt 
respecting the breach of privilege, yet the question, with regard 
to its punishment, was discussed for a week, aud at length de 
cided in the affirmative, by a sioall majority. Now, supposing 
the letter in question bad been ten thousand times as bad as it 
had been represented to be, it Was Po matter; the question was, 
shall a mere newspaper article call into solemn exerveise the 
highest power which belongs to this Bouse? Why must this be 
be done? It is auswered, because the letter hes been traced tog 
member of this house; but may you pot, on this principle, tol- 
low up all the printers throughout the United States? Is there 
any earthly difference betweeu a newspaper article written by a 
member of this house, and such an article written by any other 
person? Did a gentleman, by becoming a member of dhis house, 
deprive bins: If of the ordinary privileges wen he would have 
had, had he remaived out of the house? Might he not write to 
his constituents the same as other gentlemen wrote to their 
friends? Surely be might. And it this house is obiged to inves- 
tigate and punish a letter which comes fro... a member, itis bound 
to do the saine if the letter came trom avy other member of the 
community. ‘The power tu punish for Contempt, Was the most 
tyrannical, in its nature, of any of the powers: iiecident to go 
vernment. It is given by the constituton tu the judiciary as well 
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as to the Icgisiature; yet, in many of the states, the legislature { 
has circumscribed the power of the courts, in punishing, to their; 
own walls; and, in the discussion to which he before alluded, and | 
which took place in this house, the same rule was contended to 
aprly to ibe legislature. It was ably and very strenuously ar- 
rucd, that even this house had wo authoriiy to punish a contempt 
Beyond the limits of its own ball. Shall we, asked Mr. 1. coasti- | 
wute ourselves toto an inquisitorial tribunal to try and punish aj} 
breach of privilege, merely about a letter to a printer? Sir, this 
house is now about to establish a principle mere obnoxious to 
freedom than any T ever heard broached in the worst of times. 

How is this subject brought betore us? Shortly alter the ktter 
to the printer, in Philadelphia, a card appeared inthe newspapers 
in this city, which contained a menace against the author of that 
letter, whoever he might be. ‘This made the matter a personal) 
contest; and, if it was calculuted to have any iufluence on the | 
meinber, that influence was to intimidate bim. The practical 
effect of which would have been—to stitle public and tree discus 
sion ofthe conduct of a public man, because, iv all such discus- 
‘sios, it is extremely difficult to separate truth from talsehood.— 
At is said the letter bas been avowed. Sir,it has been said, with | 
equal truth, that the avuwal has been “extorted;” and thus the | 
name of the author has come into the possession of this house.— 
An appeal is made from the public and ordiuary tribunal to this, 
house. Is it competent for us to sustain the jurisdiction? The 
Jaws of the press do not prevent an avowal of the name of the | 
author of a publication. Shali this house virtually prevent it? 
Prevent it by punishingit? Shall we ereet it into anja quisitorial | 
tribunal--into a summary court to punish fur breach of privilege? 
Ave, sir, for breach of privilege! 

‘What ere the respective conditions of the two individuals con- 
cerned? The one occupies a lofty station—he is placed high be- 
fore the view of the country—he possesses the just confidence of 
thé members of this house—the esprit du corps concentrates it- 
self upou bis person—he exercises high powers of patronage in| 
this house; (God forbid thar I shonid say he exercises them in an} 
improper manner) All these things create a great diffvrence be-| 
tween him and the member who bas accused him. This, surely, 
js not the place to seek an impartial decision of the one obey eer 
between them. Weall know there is alrealy a great excitement |! 
existing, and that it is increasing every moment, like the rapidity of | 
a descending body. Shali we be called upon now to act upon | 
such a inquiry? I trast ngt; I trust we siiail pause before we go} 
mite an investigation which connacets itself with such high and 
such peculiar-considerations, Apart from these, I will view the 
ynqurry as a Matter of no importance, nor do L concern Myself with 
it. But, surcly, sir, it would present a most extraordinary spectacle, 
to see every member of this house called, in succession, before the 
committee, to testify concerning sll the communications which 
he bas heard in rejation to the matters referred to ja the letter of 
the member from Pennsylvania. Aye, sir, it would be a sin- 
gular spectaclee The testimony collected would make a bovk; 
and a book that would be read through in every part of these 
United States, It would contain many conversations cawulated 
to excite the public curiosity to a very high degree. I do not 
mean jocular conversations about the lobbies of this house, where | 
three or four have Leen coaversing together, but I refer to close | 
tete-a-teté interviews, Where only two have been present. 

Sir, I mean not to insinuate that any thing improper has been | 
done Or said in these interviews; but this is not iy objection to the 
inquiry; it is of a higher character; it involves principles con- 
nected with the best interests of this nation; and, it au attempt 
were made to arraign me for a contempt committed by wrning a 
letter to my Constituents, or any where else, L would not answer | 
—J would stand mute, aud deny, and dely, your power. You 
might imprison me, and manacie me with chaiins—but you should 
never compel me to become a voluntary Instrument to violate the 
constitution in my person. The liberty of the press shal) not be 
violated through any compliance of mine. When these bigh pri- 
vileges are put at stake, the suiTeriogs, the Sife, of an individual 
are nothing. For these reasons I shall vote against the appoint: 
ment of a committee. If the inquiry effected nothing but the 
Mere question between these two individuals, I would vote a com- 
mittee at once; but, because it involves all] that Lhold must dear, 
1 shall resist the appointment so far as my vote shail gu. 


Mr. Forsyth said, that, as the author of the proposition now be- 
fore the house, he was auxious that the grounds on whielb he 
offered it should be understood. ‘he gentleovan bad said that 
this proposition had been universally treated as a proposition 
touching the privileges of thehouse. I, (said Mr. F ). do not sup-! 
port it on that ground. It is not a quesiion ot privilege, nor is it 
a question which touches,in any mamner, the right of ary indivi- 
cual, to publish any thing he pleases. It is a question touthine 
the purity of conduct of the members of this house, im a case in! 
which they can be punished by this house, if guilty,or vindicated 
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if ipnocent. It is immaterial how the matter may have come 
before us. If the humblest individual in the community were to! 
present a memorial, stating faets, which, if une, would justify the | 
miterposition of this house, L would vote for an jsnquiry into} 
them. If the member who is the author of this communication | 
had stated facts to the house, and demauded an investigation, whe 
would have refused it?) Tyit merely because the request for it) 
comes from the speaker of this house, that it is to be refused? 
The charge is here, and the person charged demands an inquiry. 
‘Phe person who makes the charge is present, asks en investiga- 
tien, and says he can prove his allegations, Under these cireum- 
stances, 1 appears to me to be a matter of necessity to institute 
the inquiry. A few years ago an inquiry was instituted of a simi- 
Jar nature to this, on the mere suggestion of amember. A mem. 
ber was accused of making a contract whilst in office. and, on 
the mere Motion of a member of the house, the fact was investi- 
geted by @ com mittec, end a report made. It was but the year 
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before last, the printers to this house stated that their official 
conduct had been implicated, and a committee was appointed to 
investigate the charge against thém, and made a report upon the 
subject. ‘This committee was raised almost withoat objection. — 

hether we regard our own character, said Mr. H. or anyfother 
consideration, this appears to me to be tha ouly Course we have to 
pursue. 

Mr. Ingham replied to Mr. Forsyth—a motion to 


adjourn was made and rejected. 


Mr. McDuffie then moved to amend the motion of 
Mr. Forsyth, by adding to it the following clause: 

“And that the said committee be instructed to inquire whether 
the friends of Mr. Clay have ‘hinted that they would fight for those 
whe would pay best,’ or any thing to that effeer, and whether 
‘overtures were said to have been made by the friends of Adams to 
the friends of Clay, offering him the appointment of secretary ot 
state for his aid to elect Adams, and whether ‘the friends of Clay 
gave this inforreation tothe friends of Jackson, and hinted that, i? 
the friends of Jackson would offer the same price, they would close 
with them,’ and whether*Heory Clay has transferre!, or resolved 
to transfer. his interest to John Q Adams;’ and whether ‘it was said 
und believed that, as a cousiderstion for this abandonment of duty 
to his constituents, Clay was to be appointed secretary of state.’ 
and that the said committee be authorized to sead for persons and 


papers, ant to compel the persons so sent fur.to answer ali ques. - 


tions, touching the subject referred, upon oath.” 


Mr. McDuffie said, his cbjection to the inquiry was for essential 
rensons. But, it the house determined to have an investigation, 


| he hoped some points would be preseribed to which the attention 


of the cominittee should be exausively directed. It was said that 
certain charges were made by a certain letter. If they were con- 


| tained withia the words of the letter, he wished that the words 


themselves should be recited. With regard vo the last part of his 
ainendment, it would be an unpleasant investigation; but, if it did 
take place, the character of the parties could wot be exonerated in 
any cther manner than by the examination, upon oath, of all per- 
sons who could give information on the subj. ct. 


Mr. Randolph, of Virginia, then rose. Of the proeeedings of this 
body, said he, I have been, I will not say a patient, but 8 most re. 
luctant spectator. I believe, sir, that the principles of the imsti- 
tutions of this country are sufficiently diseredited abroad to reader 
it unnecessary, even for their enemies, to discredit them at home. 
What then shali we say to their friends? I cannot, as one of the 
oldest members of tins body, any looger restrain myscif from ash- 
ing, to what We are about to reduce ourselves, i the estimation not 
only oi the public, bitin ourown. Aie we, the congress of the 
United States—are we sitting here tu deliberate on great natjoual 
and federal concerninents, or are we reduced to the situation of « 
parish vestry, of a board of overseers of the poor, or of a court to 
settle—— Sir, I do not wish to enter into that question. I have 
kept myself aloof from this thing; but 1 beg the house to cousider 
what they may be about todo. If I misapprchend or misinterpret, 
L ask pardoiu—it is the result of my infirmity—but, if I do under- 
stand the proposition before us, it is that this house shall do that 
whieh it would be derogatory te an individual to do—that thar, 
which is vot of sufficient dignity for an individual to touch, is the 
matter delegated tu ths body. Sir, I cannot consent to r duce the 
house to sush a céndition. But rose not to enter into the disens- 
sion, but to move what I think oucht instantly to be dune—that 
this proposition, with its amendments, accessorivs and printipals, 
should be ind: finitely postponed. 1 make that motion 

Mr. Forsyth made some remarks on what had fallen 
from Mr. Randolph, and further urged the appoint- 
ment of a committee. At length, the question was 
taken on indefinite postponement, by yeas. and nays— 
lost. For it 77, against it 127. [As the yeas and 
nays are given on the main question below, it does 
notappear needful to record this set.] Mr. .MeDuffie 
now renewed his motion, and insisted on being heard. 
Hie ‘was not to be put downbythecry of question, 
question; and he explained and supported his mo- 
tion. Mr. Mallary made a few remarks in opposi- 


tion to Mr. McD’s proposition. Another motion to 


adjourn failed—ayes 79, nocs 105, 


Mr. Cook, of Ul. said he rose, not to utter one word about the 
amendment. but merely to express a hope, which he trusted was 
not without foundation, that,if the house would adjourn, the mean- 
ing and intention of the letter of the gentleman from Pennsylvania, 
would, when it sat again, be so explained and presented to the 
house that iteould, wichout difficulty, beacted upon. If the letter 
referred to a mere general report, the case certainly was not one 
on which the house was called to act; but he indulged a hope that 
the gentleman trom Pennsylvania would distinctly explain what 
he did mcan in that letter, and whether he meant any thing beyond 
mere reportor not. With this kope, he moved that the house co 
bow adjourn. 

The question on adjournment was then again taken, 
and decided in the negative. Ayes $3—Noes 104. 


Mr. Forsyth then said that he was obliged to say something on 
account of what hed fallen from the gentieman from South Care- 
lina, (Mr. Meuffic.) If he had understood the gentleman right, 
he had called the present a high-handed measure, and had said that 
its object was the oppression of a member of this house. If he had 
misunderstood the geatieman, he hoped he should be corrected. 
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Mr. McDuffie replied, that he did not recollect the words he had | 


After some remarks from several members, the 


used: they would speak for themselves. He meaut whatever his bill was laid on the table. 


words imported. 

Mr. Forsyth resumed. He was then to understand the gentle- 
roan as meaning to say, that this was a high-handed measure, and 
intended to bear down a member of the house. So far as I have 
any thing to do with it, I take leave to say, that such an assertion 


The house then proceeded to the unfinished busi- 


ness of yesterday, which was the appointment, by bal- 


lot, of a committee on the communication of the 


js without foundation. I have expressed no opinion whatever be- | spealer. 


tween the partics, aud bad merely moved a reterence of the cor- 
munication, that the committee might decide whether the subject 
should be further investigated or uot. 


The question was then put oh Mr. McDuffie’s 
amendment, and negatived by a large majority. 
The question then recurring on the original mo- 


Mr. Forsyth and Mr. McLane of Delaware, each 
signified that they had understood it was the intention 
of some gentlemen to nominate them, and requested 
that they might not be placed upon the ticket, sug- 
gesting that it would be desirable that none of those 


tion of Mr. Forsyth,as above stated, in writing, it} who had talren part in the debate should be nominat- 


was decided in the affirmative, by yeas and nays as | ed. 


follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Abbot, Adams, Bailey, Baylies, Barber, of Conn. 
Pp. P. Barbour, Bartley, Bassett, Beecher, Bradley, Breck, Brent, | je 
Buckner, Burleigh, Call, Campbell, of $8. C. Campbell, of Ohio, wr 
Cassedy, Cocke, Condict, Conner, Cook, Crafts, Craig, Crownin- 


shield, Culpeper, Cushman, Durfee, Dwight, Eddy, Foot, of Conn. | quisite to a choice. 


Forsyth, Forward, Fuller, Garrison, Gatlin, Gist, Guriey, Hall, Har 
vey, Hayden, Hemphill, Henry, Herrick, Herkimer, Hobart, Isacks, 
Jenkins, Jennings, Johnson, of Virginia.J. T Johnson, F. Johuson, 
Kent, Kidder, Lathrop, Lawrence, Lee, Leftwich, Letcher, Little, 
Livermore, Locke, Long, Longfellow, McArthur, McCoy, McKim, 
McLane, of Del. McLean, of Ohio, Mangum, Maliary, Markley, 
Martindale, Marvin, Matlack, Matson, Mercer, Metcalfe, Mitchell, 
of Maryland, Moore, of Kentucky, Neale, Nelson, Newton, O’Brien, 
Olin, Patterson, of Ohio, Plumer, of N. H. Reed, Reynolds, Rives, | 4 
Rose, Saunders, Scott, Sharpe, Sloane, Spence, A. Stevenson, J. | 
Stephenson, Storrs, Swan, ‘lalliatirro, ‘Taylor, Test, ‘Thompson, of | 
Penn. Thompson, of Ken. ‘Tomlinson, Tracy, Trimble, Tucker,of 2 
Va. Tucker, of S. C. Vance, of N.C. Vance, of Ohio, Van Rensse- | 
laer, Van Wyck, Vinton, Warfield, Webster, Whipple, Whittlesey 

Pe Wickliffe, Williams, of N. Y. Williams, of Va. Woods an: 
Wright—i25, 





The house then proceeded to ballot. 

Mr. Warfield and Mr. Ingham were appointed tel- 
rs, who, having counted the votes, reported that the 
hole number given was 164, and that 83 were re- 
That there were for 


Mr. P. P. Barbour 141 votes. 
Webster 106 *§< 
McLane 96 <« 

‘Taylor las 
Forsyth ine 
Mr. Saunders 67—Mr. Rankin 48S—Mr. Livermore 


5, &e. 
The first five were then declared to be elected, 
nd the house proceeded to a second ballot, in which 
Mr. Saunders had 97 yotes. 
Rankin * 7” « 
A plurality of votes being sufficient, by a rule of the 


NAYS—Messrs. Alexander, of Va. Alexander, of Tenn. Allen, of | house, to elect on a second ballot, these two gentle- 


Tenn. Allison, Archer, J. S. Barbour, Bartlett, Blair, Brown, ; 
Buchanan, Buck, Cady, Cambreleng, Carter, Carey, Clark, Collins, | 
Day, Dwinell, Edwards, of N.C. ilis, Farrelly, Findlay, Floyd, | 


men were declared to be elected. 


So the committee was ordered to consist of Messrs. 


Foote, of N. Y. Gazlay, Govan, Hamilton. Uairis, Hayward, Hol- P. P. Barbour, Webster, McLane, of Del. Taylor, 


combe, Hooks, Houston, Ingliam, Lincoln, Litchfield, McDuffie, | 
McKean, McKee, Miller, Mitchel), of Pennsylvania,Moore, of Alab. | 
Outlaw, Owen, Patterson, of Peon. Plumer, of Penn. Poinsett, Ran- | 
dolph, Rankin, Richards, Ross, Sandford, Arthur Smith, William 
Smith, Spaight, Standefer, Sterling. ‘Lattnall, Pen Eyck, Thomp- 


-Forsyth, Saunders and Rankin, 


And the house adjourned. 
Monday, Feb. 7. After the usual receipt of petitions, 


sop, of Georgia, Wayne, Whitman. Williams, of N. C. James Wit- | &c.— 


son, Henry Wilson, Wilson, of S. C. Wilson. of Ohio, Wolfe and 
Wood—69, 


So Mr. Forsyth’s motion was carried. 

Mr. Forsyth moved that the committee be appointed 
by ballot, which was agreed to; and then 

The house adjourned. 

Saturday, Feb. 5. 





The speaker laid before the house, the annual re- 


port of the commissioners of the sinking fund; which 
which was ordered to lie on the table. 


Mr. Poinsett, of S. C. offered the following resolu- 


tions: 


“ Resolved, ‘That an immediate representation ought to be made 


Three messages, yesterday Te- | to the captain general of Cuba, setting forth the losses and injuries 


ceived from the president of the United States, by , inflicted upon the property and persons of the citizens of the 
Mr Mosher, were read—the finat, in relation to the ; United States, by pirates, issuing from that ijand, and returning 
_ . - , , , 


act of the legislature of Maryland, confirming the act | 


‘ thither with their plunder, and a demand upon him to cause im- 


mediate Measures tu be taken for the punishment of these marau- 


of the legislature of Virginia, incorporating the Chesa- | ders, and for the prevention of tuture atrocities by them. 


peake and Ohio canal company; the second, con- | 
taining a report from the director of the mint, of the | 
operations of that institution during the year 1824; ! 
the third, transmitting cdpies of the alterations in the , 
treaty of August, 1797, between the United States | 
and the Bey of Tunis; also, copies of the treaties be- | 
tween the United States and the Sack, Fox and 
Joway Iadians. The latter message was referred to, 
the committee on foreign affairs. 

Mr. Test, of Indiana, offered the following: 

Resolved, That a committee be appointed, on the part of this | 
house, to join such committee as may be appuinted by the senate, ; 


to examine and report what business ought tu be acted upoa at | 
the present session. 


The resolution was not agreed to. 
On motion of Mr. Tucker, of Virginia, it was 
Resolved, That the committee of pensions and revolutionary 


claims, inquire iuto the expediency of extending the provisions 
made by the resolution of congress of September 16, 1776, in favor 


—_—-2-— 


of those officers and soldiers of the revolutien, who continued in | 
service during the war, or were slain in battle, to those officers and | 


soldiers who were disabled iv the service and have not received 
pensions. 


Mr. Mercer moved to take up the bill confirming 
the act of the legislature of Maryland, which con- 
firms that of the general assembly of Virginia, re- 
specting the Chesapeake and Ohio canal company. 
‘The motion was opposed by Mr. Cocke, but carried. 
The bill was taken up and read. 
kw. Mr. Mercer then moved that it be ordered to be en- 
grossed for a third reading on Monday next. 


“Resolved, That, if the captain general should retuse or delay 
to adopt such measures, the president of the U. States ought to 
concert with the maritime powers interested in the commerve of the 
West Indies, efficient means of extirpating the pirates Uiat infest 
those seas.” : ‘ 

(Mr. Poinsett supported his resolutions by aspeech 
that we would gladly make room for, if we c¢uld.— 
But, after some remarks by Mr. Forsyth, they were 
laid on the table. ] 


The ruiesto be observed on the eleation of a presi- 
dent, were next taken up in committea of the whole. 
Another able debate followed, as to the proposition 
for closing the galleries,on the motion of a state. Fi- 
nally, it was agreed, by a large majority, that the gal- 
leries should not be closed, unless in the usual way: 
so the galleries will remain open, provided the spec- 
tators conduct themselves with that respect which 
has always hitherto been shown to the representatives 
of the people and of the states; stenographers will be 
admitted as heretofore, &e. Much discussion follow- 
ied on some other points, but the rest of the rules, as 
reported by the coaymittee, were substantially adopt- 
ed. [They shall be published for reference.| After 
which the house adjourned. 


Tuesday, Feb. 8. The speaker laid before the house 
a communication from the department of war, trans- 
mitting copies of the report and proceedings of the 
commissioners appointed to treat with the Creek na- 
tion of Indians, for an extinguishment of their claim 
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to land, lying within the state of Georgia; which was 
referred to the committee on Indian affairs. 

« Mr. Taylor, from the joint committee, appointed to 
consider the mode of counting the votes for presi- 
dent and vice president of the United States, made 
areport,in part. [The report is the same as that 
inserted in the senate proccedings. ] 

The house agreed tothe resolutions reported, and 
Mr. P. P. Barbour and Mr. Taylor, were appointed 
tellers according thereto. 

Mr. Mercer moved that the bill to confirm an act of 
the general assembly of Maryland, confirming an act 
of the general assembly of Virginia, to incorporate 
the Chesapeake and Ohio canal company, be taken up. 

The motion prevailed—and the bill was taken up, 
and some debate arose on it, which terminated in the 
bill’s being referred to a committee of the whole. 

Mr. Taylor, of New-York, moved that, when the 
house adjourn, it adjourn to meet again at 11 o’clock 
to-morrow morning, (one hour before the time for 





counting the votes;for president and vice president.) | 


The motion was agreed to. 

On motion of Mr. McLane, of Delaware, the house 
went into committee of the whole, Mr. 4. Stevenson in 
the chair, on the bil making additional appropria- 
tions for the military service of the United States for 
the year 1825—the bij! for the erection of fortifica- 
tions—and for the purchase of books for the library 
of congress. 

After considerable discussion, those bills were se- 
rerally ordered to be engrossed for a third reading. 

A bill from the senate for the suppression of piracy 
in the West Indies, was twice read, and referred to a 
committee of the whole. 

The house then adjourned. 


Wednesday, Feb. 9. The speaker laid before the 
house a report from the department of war, on the 
ease of Harris and Farrow, in relation to the forti- 
fication on Dauphin island; which was referred to the 
committee on claims. 


On motion of Mr. Buck, of Vermont, it was 
Resolved, That the committee on revolutionary pensions be 
instructed to inquire into the propriety and expediency of autho- 


rizing the entry ofthe name of Abrahain Bringhain on the roil of 


revolutionary pensioners. 
Mr. Bartlett, of N. H. offered the following: 


Resolved, That it is expedieut to furnish merchant vessels in 
the West India trade with armament, and ‘to provide for the em- 
ployment of officers and marines on board the same, for the de- 
struction or capture of pirates. 

On motion of Mr. Bartlett, the resolution was re- 


ferred to a committee of the whole. 


On motion of Mr. Tomlinson, of Conn. it was 

Resolved, That the committee on co:nmerce be instrected to in- 
quire into the expediency of providing, by iaw, that the fifth see- 
tion of che act concerning the registering and recording of ships and 
vessels, shall wot be construed to be applicable to steam boats 
or vessels wholly owned by any corpuration; and that a license or 
enrulinent granted to a steam buat or vessel, owned by an incorpo- 
rated company, shall pot be vacated by a sale of any of the shares 
inthe eteck ofsuch company. 


On motion of Mr. 7. P. Moore, of Ky. it was 

* Resolved, ‘Thatthe committee of claims be instructed to inquire 
into the expediency of granting relict to J. N. Byhee, and KE. H. 
Byhce, the legal representatives of De Lufuyette Roane. 

The foliowing engrossed bilis—an act making an 
appropriation for the purchase of books for the li- 
brary of congress, and for other purposes; 

An act making appropriation for certain fortifica- 
tions of the United States for the year 1825; 

An act to authorize the sale of a section of land, 


. 


| 





ed his being absent when this bill had its second read- 
ing yesterday. He had pointed out the objectionable 
clause to the chairman of the committee on ways and 
means, and understood him to say, that some expla- 
nation should be made to the house of the grounds on 
which the item of appropriation to which he alluded 
had been introduced into that bill; but he had since 
discovered that he had misunderstood the honorable 
chairman, who had only engaged that those explana- 
tions should be given, if they were required by the 
house. Mr. F.’s absence yesterday, had prevented 
him from asking the explanation. He referred to 
that clause of tho bill which appropriates $23,000 
‘for earrying into effect so much of the fourth article 
of the treaty of the 8th of January, 1821, between the 
United States and the Creck nation, as relates to the 
compensation due to the citizens of Georgia by the 
Creck nation; it being for the paymentof the fourth 
instalment, which will be due on said claims in 1825, 
accordng the stipulations of said treaty.” 


[Mr. Forsyth was about to enter upon a full state- 


| ment of the facts in relation to this subject, with the 


reasons which compelled him to resist the appropria- 
tion, when the speaker suggested that, on account of 
the near approach of the hour at which the house 
would be obliged to go into another business of great 
importance, the honorable member from Georgia had 
better move to lay the bill on the table, if he wished it 
farther amended. 

Mr. Forsyth accepted the suggestion of the speaker, 
and made the motion that the bill lie for the present 
on the table. } 


The bill was ordered to lie on the table accordingly 


On motion of Mr. Tylor, it was 
Ordered, That, when the members of the senate appear, this day, 


in the chamber of the house of representatives, the president of 


the senate shali be introduced by the speaker to a seat in the speak- 
ev’s chair, aud the senators shal! be invited to vecupy the seats 
assigned them in front of the chair. 

Mr. P.P. Barbour, from the select committe on the 
subject of the speaker’s appeal to the house, made 
the following report:— 

The select committee, to which was referred the 
communication of the speaker, of the 3d iust. report: 

That, upon their first meeting, with a view to exe- 
cute the duty imposed upon them by the house, they 
directed their chairman to address a letter to the 
hon. George Kromer, informing him that they would 
be ready, at a particular time, therein stated, to re- 
ceive any evidence or explanation he might have to 
offer, touching the charges referred to in the commu- 
nication of the speaker, of the $d inst. ; their chair- 
man, in conformity with this instruction, did address 
such a Jetter to Mr. Kremer, who replied that he 
would make a communication to the committee; ac- 
cordingly, he did send to them, through their chair- 
man, 2 communication, which accompanies this re- 
port, marked A, in which he declines to appear be- 
lore them, for either of the purposes mentioned in 
their letter, alleging that he could not do so, without 
appearing either as an accuser or a witness, both ot 
which he protests against. In this posture of the 
casc, the committce can take no further steps. They 
are aware that it is competent to the house to invest 
them with power to send for persons and papers, and 
by that means, to enable them to make any investiga- 
ticn which mightbe thought necessary; and if they 





knew any reason for such investigation, they would 


therein mentioned; were read a third time, passed, | have asked to be clothed with the proper power but 


and sent to the senate. 

The bill making appropriations for the military 
service of the United States, for the year 1825, was 
read a third time. 

Mr. Forsyth, of Geo. said that it was with great re- 
luctance he rose at this late period in the progress of 
the bill, to object to one item it contained. He re 
greticd thathis duty om anotber coymittee, had caus- 





not having, themselves, auy such knowledge, they 


| have felt it to be their duty only to lay before the 


house the communication which they have received. 


A.—(Mr. Kremer’s letter.) 
GentLemen: I have received your note of yester- 
day, in which you inform me that you will meet at 
10 o’clock this morning, and will then be ready to 
receive any cvidence, or explanation, may have to 
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offer, touching the charges referred to in the commvu- | 
nication of the speaker, of the Sdinst. Placed under 
circumstances unprecedented, and which I believe 
not only interesting to myself, but important, as von- 
nected with the fundamental principles of our govern- 
ment, [have reflected, with much deliberation, on | 
the course which duty to myself, and my constituents, | 
required me to adopt. The resn}t of this reflection | 
js, that I cannot, consistently with a proper regard | 
to those duties, assent to place mySclf before your | 
committee, in either of the attitudes indicated in your 
note. The object of thecommittee does not distinct- 
ly appear from your note, but I may infer from its | 
contents, connected with the extraordinary and un-' 
precedented proceeding in this case, that it is to hold | 
me responsible, through a committee of the house of 
representatives, for a letter, dated the 25th January 
last, addressed to the editor of the Columbian Obser- 
ver, and published in his paper of the 28th, which was 
intended to communicate, through that channel, in- 
formation which I deemed interesting to my consti- 
tuents, and very important to be known to the whole 
American people at this peculiar crisis. Thus viewing 
the subject, I cannot perceive any principle of power 
in the constitution, which can give the house of re- 
presentatives, aud, consequently, a committee cre- 
ated bv it, jurisdiction over me as the writer of that 
letter; it neither involves a question of contempt of 
the house, nor an impeachment of an oflicer of the 
government under tke constitution; and I can disco- 
yer no authority by which the house can assume ju- 
risdiction in such a case. If the authority of the 
house extended to acts of this kind, no limitation 
could be prescribed to its power, and it may reach 
ihe publisher as well as the writer, and extend to 
every member of the government, as well as the 
speaker of the house of representatives. But it is 
not only the unconstitutionality of the power which 
forbids me from appearing before you; placed as I 
am, Icannot but perceive the dangerous consequen- 
ces, as well as its unconstitutional character. 

Should I yield to such authority, I would be made 
amenable to a tribunal, which, thus constituted, has 
no prescribed limitation to its rules of proceeding, 
andwhich is alike unlimited in the nature and ex- 
tent of the punishment it may inflict—nor can I be 
ignorant of the fact, that this body, thus unlimited in 
its rules, and in the extent of its powers, is, at all 
times, but more especially at a crisis like the pre- 

ent, subject, by ifs very constitution and the nature 
ofits functions, to be acted upon by some of the most 
powerful passions that actuate the human breast, 
which unfit it to perform, in that cool and deliberate 
manner, the duties which properly belong to a court 





and my duty to sustain. In refusing to submit to the 

authority of the house, as the writer of the letter be- 

fore alluded to, it may be proper to remark, in ex- 

planation of the admission which Imay seem to have 

made of its jurisdiction. Whatever assent I may 

have given, was done hastily, relying on the consci- 

ous rectitude of my conduct, and regarding my own 

case, without having reflected duly on the dangerous 

principles involved in the proceeding, an@d cannot, 

therefore, be considered as a waiver of my right. 

The committee will observe, that the hconorable 

speaker, in his card, hadchosen to make this matter 

a personal question with the then unknown writer 

of the letter. After due reflection, I determin- 
ed, at all hazards, not to conceal the fact of being 
the author of the letter, and did not expect, by 

this disclosure, to enable the honorable speaker 
to place me under the jurisdiction of the house. His 

appeal was sudden and unexpected, and, if any ad- 
mission was made, without due regard to ail the cir- 
cumstances and principles of the case, it could be 
no matter of surprise. In declining the jurisdiction 
of the committee and the house, J feel the authority 
of another tribunal, before which I shall cheerfully 
appear, and bring forward, forthwith, those facts 
and circumstances, which, in my opinion, fully au- 
thorizes the statements contained in my letter. 
These I shall spread before my constituents, to whom 
i am amenable forall my conduct, while I am honor- 
ed with a seat in this house, and I shall never hesi- 
tate, when the correctness of my conduct is brought 
in question, to attempt my vindication before them; 
and, while sustained by them, and the conviction of 
my own concience, I shall never be deterred from 
the performance of my duty here or elsewhere. In 
presenting my protest, 1 have gone on the supposi- 
tion that it was the intention of the house, in raising 
a committee, to hold me responsible to its jurisdic- 
tion, as the writer of the letter which has caused the 
present proceeding. There is, however, another 
view of the subject, which deserves notice. Itmay be 
inferred, from the note of the committee, that it is not 
so much its intention, in requesting my attencance, 
to take jurisdiction over me, as to avail themselves 
of my testimony, which the speaker has requested to 
have investigated by the house. In this view, my 
objection to attending is no Jess decisive than the one 
already considered. It would always afiord me plea- 
sure, when imperious duty did not forbid, to give ail 
the information in my power to an investigation, 
which may be deemed by the house important to the 
charaeter of any of its members; but, circumstanced 
as Iam, it is manifest, if I should appear before the 
committee, I must be considered, not so much in the 
light of a mere witness, as that of an accuser, pre- 





and jury. If it should be considered as proper that 
members be held responsible here for the communica- 
tion of their opinions outof the house, on public men 
and public affairs, it would be much more safe that 
they should be placed at once under the operation of 
the sedition law; and, so far as the members of this 


house are concerned, the repeal of that famous law | 


might be considered as a calamity, rather than a 
blessing. Thus regarding the constitutional power 
of the house, and the nature of that which is propos- 
ed to be exercised in my case, I have determined, 


senting charges against the speaker to the house, and 
those charges not the specific statements contained 
| in my letter, but the more general and indefinite ones 
| into which the speaker has sought an inquiry. It is 
manifest that the difference will be great between 
the attitude in which I should thus be placed and the 
one in which I now stand, and which duty to myself 
and my constituents, forbid me to abandon, In com- 
ing to this determivation,I am not governed by anv 
disposition to retract or modify any thing contained 





under a deep sense of duty to myself and my constitu-| in my letter, which was written under a conviction 
ents, not to submit to a procedure fraught with such | of its being true and importapt to be known. But 
dangerous consequences. I, therefore, protest most! there are many things which we are bound to com- 
solemnly against the assumption of any jurisdiction, | municate to those we represent, which prudence and 
either by the committee or the house of representa- | duty would both forbid being presented to the house, 
tives, that shall jeopardise my right to communicate | in the form of accusations. This will be manifest 
freely to my constituents whatever I may believe ne-! when we reflect that even this house may not at all 
cessary for the public good. It is not my intention, | times be free from the vice of passion or the taint of 
in the slightest degree, to impeach the character|corruption. Those who have read the history of 
cither of the committee or the house, for which 1} human frailty, will require no proof of ihis assertion. 
have the greatest respect, and the authority of which, | If this view be just, which I think cannot be question- 
within its constitntional sphere, I regard it my prideied, it must be manifest that a member of this house 
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may be placed under such circumstances as to make it 
his highest duty to speak freely and fully, evenof the 
heuse itself, to those he represents, when it would be 
madness and folly to present charges for the inves- 
tization. If such bethe obligations of duty in extra- 
ordinary cases, the mere dictates of prudence will, 
in many instances, compel him to abstain from pre- 
senting to the house, for investigation, facts which 
might implicate the conduct or motives of any of its 
members, when they ought to be freely communicated 
to his constituents. 


In the present case, although I feel myself justifi- 
ed, as the writter of the Ictter, I feel myself bound, 
both by prudence and duty, not to appear in the 
character of an accuser of the speaker upon charges 
not my own, but those which he has requested to be 
investigated. I need not advert to circumstances 
which render it peculiarly improper at the present 
time. The deep excitement which the important 
crisis has produced,the unequal contest between an 
humble member on the floor, and the speaker of the 
house, are themselves circumstances which cannot 
be overlooked in coming to the conclusien that the 
issue should be left before tse American people, or 
the ordinary tribunals of the country; and I, there- 
fore, protest against the proceedings in this view, as 
well as against the power of the house to exercise ju- 
risdiction over me, as being equally calculated to re- 
strain the exercise of my just rights, in an unconsti- 
tutionalmanner. 

I have the honor to be, with great respect, your obe- 
dient servant, Geo. Kremer. 

Washington, Feb. Sth, 1825. 


The report and letter were read, and, on motion 
cf Mr. Barbour, were ordered to lie on the table, with 
the accompanying papers, and ordered to be printed. 


On motion of Mr. Taylor, it was 

Ordered, That a Message be sent to the senate, that this house 
is now ready to receive them in pursuance of the resolution of the 
two houses, of yesterday, to the end that the president of the senate, 
in the presence of the senate anc house of representatativ.s, may 
open the certificates of the votes of the electors of the several 
states in the choice ofa president and vice president of the United 
States, and that the same may be counted; and that the clerk do go 
with said message. 

Election of president. At twelve o’clock, precisely, 
the members of the senate entered the hall, preced- 
ed by their sergeant-at-arms, and having the presi- 
cent of the senate at their head, who was invited to a 
seat on the right hand of the speaker of the house. 


Seats were then assigned the senators, who took 
their seats together, in front of the speaker’s chair, 
and toward the right hand of the entrance. 


The president of the senate, (Mr. Gaillard), then 


rose, and stated that the certificates, forwarded by | 


the electors from each state, would be delivered to 
the tellers. 


Mr. Tazeirell, of the senate, and Messrs. John WV. 
Faylor and Philip P. Barbour, on the part of the house, 
took their places, as tellers, at the clerk’s table. The 
president of the senate then opened two packets, one 


received by messenger, and the other by mail, con- | 


taining the certificates of the votes of the state of 
New-Hampshire. One of these was then read by Mr. 
Tazewell, while the other was compared with it by 
Messrs. Taylor and Barbour. The whole having been 
read, and the votes of New Hampshire declared, they 
were set down by the clerks of the senate and of the 
house of representatives, seated at different tables.— 
Thus the certificates from all the states were gone 
through with. 


The tellers then left the clerk’s table, and present- 


ing themselves in front of the speaker, Mr. Tazewell | 


delivered their report of the votes given; which was 
then handed to the president of the senate, who again 
read it to the two houses, as follows: 
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South Carolina, €.48:.0° 1 0 
Georgia, 9 0 0 9 
Kentucky, 0 014 7 0 
Tennessee, S38.) ...9 0 0 
Ohio, 0 O16 16 0 
Louisiana, 0 3 0 0 0 
Mississippi, 0 8.0 0 0 
Indiana, 0 5 0 0 0 
Ilinois, 0 2 0 0 0 
Alabama, 0 5 0 0 0 
Missouri, 0 0 83 0 0 
Total, $4 4199 37 182 241330 2 9 


The president of the senate then rose, and declar- 
ed that no person had received a majority of the 
votes given for president of the United States: that 
Andrew Jackson, Johh Q. Adams and William H. Craw- 
ford, were the three persons who had received the 
highest number of votes, aud that the remaining duties 
in the choice of a president now devolved on the 
| house of representatives. He further declared, that 
John C. Caihoun, of South Carolina, having received 
| 182 votes, was duly elected vice president of the U. 








| States, to serve for four years from the 4th day of 


| March next. 
The members of the senate then retired. 


The speaker directed the roll of the house to be 
called by states, and the members of the respective 
delegations to take their seats in the order in which 
the states should be called, beginning at the right hand 
of the speaker. 

The roll was called accordingly, when it appeared 
that every member of the house was present, with the 
exception of Mr. Garneti, of Virginia, who is known 
to be indisposed at his lodgings, in this city. 

The delegations took their places accordingly, 
ballot-boxes were distributed to each delegation, by 





| the balloting should proceed. 


The ballots having all been deposited in the boxes, 

‘the following tellers were named by the respective 

delegations, being one from each state in the union 
Mr. Cushman, Mr. Hooks, 


| 





Livermore, Campbell, 
Webster, | Forsyth, 
Eddy, Trimble, 
Tomlinson, Allen, of Tenn, 

Buck, Sloane, 

Taylor, Livingston, 

Condict, Rankin, 

Ingham, Jennings, 

NMeLane, Cook, 

Kent, Owen, 

Randolpli, Scott. 


the sergeant-at-arms, and the speaker directed that 
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Mr. Webster, of Mass. was appointed by those tellers 
who sat at one tabie, and Mr. Randolph, of Virginia, 
by those at the other, to announce the result of the 
balloting. After the ballots were counted out, Mr. 
HW ebster rose, and said— 

“Mr Speaker: The tellevs of the votes at this table 
have proceeded to count the ballots contained in the 
box set beforethem. Theresult they find to be, that 
there are— 

Vor John Quincy Adams, of Massachusetts, 13 votes, 
Vor Andrew Jackson, of Tennessee, 7 votes, 
For Wm. If. Crawford, of Georgia, 4 votes.” 


Mr. Randolph, from the other table, made a state- 
ment corresponding with that of Mr. I¥ebster, in the 
facts, but varying in the phraseology, so as to say that 
Mr. Adams, Mr. Jackson, and Mr. Crawford, had re- 
ceived the voles of so many. states, instead of so many | 
voles. 

The speaker then stated this result to the house, and 
announced that John Quincy 4dams, having a majo-| 
rity of the votes of these United States, was duly 
elected president of the same, for four years, com- 
mencing with the 4th day of March next. 


On motion of Mr. Taylor, of New-York, a commit- 
tee was ordered to be appointed, to notify the presi- 
dent of the United States, and the prestdent elect, of 
the result of the bailot. 

And then the house adjourned. 


{When the fact, of Mr. Adams having 13 votes, was 
announced by the tellers, some clapping and exulta- 
tion took place in the galleries, and some slight his- 
sing followed. When the house suspended its pro- 
ceedings until the galleries were cleared. | 


THURSDAY'S PROCEEDINGS—FEBRUARY 10. 

In the senate, after other business, which will suffi- 
ciently appear in its progress— 

The senate proceeded, as in committee of the 
whole, to the consideration of the bill to amend the 
judicial system of the United States, and to provide 
for three additional circuit courts. 

Amendments were offered by Messrs. Barbour and 
Kelly, and a long debate took place—after which 
the further consideration of the bill was postponed 
until to-morrow— 

And the senate adjourned. 


House of representatives. The speaker laid before 
the house an additional report of the commissioners 
appointed to settle claims in the territory of Florida. 

On motion of Mr. Wickliffe, the bill appropriating 
money to assist the states of Kentucky and Ohio to 
open a canal around the Falls at Louisville, Ken- 
tueky, was recommitted to the committee on roads 
and canals. 

On motion of Mr. Stewart,of Penn. it was 

Resolved, That the committee on the public lands be directed to 
inquire into the expediency of authorizing the re-location of 
military land warrants, in ail esses where it 1s clearly ascertained 
that the lands granted by such warrants are unfit for cultivation. 

On motion of Mr. WMeLane, of Delaware, the house 
proceeded to oonsider the bill ‘‘making further ap- 
propriation for the military service for the year 
1825.” 

Mr. Forsyth, of Georgia, moved to recommit the bill 
to the committee of ways and means, with instruc- 
tions to strike out the appropriation ef $20,000, for 
the arrearages due under the treaty with the Che- 
rokees, of 1804, and ratified in 1824, and also the 
appropriation of 1,000 dollars, for the annuity under 
the same treaty for the present year. On this motion, 
an extended debate took place, in which the motion 
was supported by Mr. Forsyth and Mr. Campbell, of 
Ohio, and Mr. Wilde, of Georgia, and opposed by Mr. 
McLane, of Delaware, Mr. Livingston, of Lou. Mr. 
Culpeper, of N.C. and Mr. Ingham, of Penn. The 
question being taken on the amendment of Mr. For- 





syth, it was negatived, ayes 25, noes 90. 


The bill | 


—~-- -- 
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was then reeia third time, passed, and sent to the 
senate. 

Mr. Webster, from the commiitee appointed for that 
purpose, yesterday, reported, that the committee had 
waited on John Quincy vidams, of Massachusetts, and 
had notified to him, that, in the recent election of a 
president of the United States, no person h@ving re- 
ecived a majority of the votes of ail the electors ap- 
pointed, and the choice having consequently devolv- 
ed upon the house of representatives, that house, pro- 
cecding in the manner prescribed in the coustitution, 
did yesterday choose him to be president of the Unit- 
ed States, for four years, commencing on the 4th 
day of March next. And that the commitiee had re- 
ceived a certain answer; which be presented to the 
house. The committee, also, in further performance 
of its duty, had given inforination of this election to 
the president. 

Gentlemen: In receiving this testimonial from the 
representatives of the people, and states of this union, 
I am deeply sensible to the circumstances under which 
ithas been given. All my predecessors in the high 
station to which the favor of the house now calls me, 
have been honored with majorities of the electoral 
voices in their primary colleges. It has been my for- 
tune to be placed, by the divisions of sextitnent pre- 
vailing among our countrymen on this occasion, in 
competition, friendly aud honorable, with three of my 
fellow-citizens, all justly enjoying, in eminent de- 
grees, the public favor; and of whose worth, talents, 
and services, no one entertainsa higher and more re- 
spectful sense than myself. The names of two of 
them were, in the fulfilment of the provisions of the 
constitution, presented to the selection of the house, 
in concurrence with my own: names, closely associat- 
ed with the glory of the nation, and one of them, 
further recommended by a larger minority of the pri-~ 
mary electoral suffrages than mine. 

In this state of things, could my refusal to accept 
the trust thus delegated to me, give an immediate op- 
portunity to the people to form and to express, with a 
nearer approach to unanimity, the object of their 
preference, I should not hesitate to decline the ac- 
ceptance of this eminent charge, and to submit the 
decision of this momentous question again to their de- 
termination. But the constitution itself, has not so 
disposed of the contingency which would arise in 
the event of my refusal; I shall, therefore, repair to 
the post assigned me by the call of my country, sig- 








nified through her constitutional organs; oppressed 


with the magnitude of the task before me, but cheer~- 
ed with the hope of that generous support from my 
fellow-citizens, which, in the vicissitudes of a life 
devoted to their service, has never failed to sustain 
me—confident in the trust, that the wisdom of the 
legislative councils will guide and direct me in the 
path of my official duty, and relying, above all, upon 
the superintending Providence of that Being “in 
whose hand our breath is, andwhose are all our 
ways.” 

Gentlemen: I pray you to make acceptable to the. 
house, the assurance. of my profound gratitude for 
their confidence, and to accept yourselves my thanks 
for the friendly terms in which you have communicat- 
ed to metheir decision. Joun Quincy ADAMS. 

Washington, 10th February, 1825. 

On wotion of Mr. Call, of Florida, the house went 
into committee of the whole, Mr. Tomlinson in the 
chair, on the bill to provide additional appropriations 
to complete the public road from Pensacola to St. 
Augustine, in Florida; and, also, on the bill te autho- 
rize the surveying and laying out a road from St. 
Mary’s river to ‘Tampa Bay, in the territory of Flo- 
rida. Mr. C. moved to fil) the blank for the sum ap- 
propriated by the first of these bills, with $8,000--- 
which was carried. He then moved to fiJl the blank 
in the second bill, with $12,009-—agreed to. 
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The committee rose and reported both bills; they 

Were ordered to be engrossed for a third reading. 
LETTER FROM THE EDITOR. 
Washington, Feb. 9, 1825. 

The contest has ended sooner than most persons ex- 
pected. Onlyone ballot was taken—there were for 
Mr. Adams 13, general Jackson 7, and Mr. Crawford 
4 votes; whereupon, John Quincy Adams, of Massa- 
chusetts, having a majority of the whole number of 
votes, was deciared duly elected president of the 
United States, for four years, from the 4th of March 
next, 

A more deeply interesting, important and solemn 
occasion, can hardly present itself to the imagination 
of a reflecting republican. An event was about to take 
place, such as had often times shaken the most pow- 
erful kingdoms and nations to their centre. The chief 
ruler of ten millions of jealous and high-souled peo- 
ple, was about to be appointed, according to the pro- 
visions of the constitution—and yet, though the feel- 
i.gs of many were excited, by all the hopes and fears 
that belonged toaresult of such magnitude, there was 
not much other indication that a great thing was 
about to happen, than an unusual gathering of citizens 
in the galleries of the house of representatives, quietly 
seated and patiently waiting to Jearn the result. To 
the rational and considerate friend of mankind, the 
spectacle was more noble and magnificent than ever 
the coronation of a king was imposing, even on the 
ignorant and thoughtless, who, in the show of things, 
disregard the merits of them. To the American heart, 
it was a day of glory—anotherand a splendid triumph 
of our system of government, over the pernicious follies 
and wicked prejudices which monarchs and their 
priests have spread far and wide to depress the cha- 
racter of MAN, and prevent the exertion of intellect 
to ascertain what is due to the society in which he 
lives, and the Gop who made him, that both body and 
mind may be held in perpetual chains. Thanks be to 
Heaven, for our emancipation, and honor and praise 
to those who founded this republic on arock of truth, 
and cemented it with a moral force, which, like a 
shield, wili turn the point of the bayonet, and laughs 
at the racks and wheels of a “holy inquisitorial” 
power. 

The house of representatives assembled an hour 
earlier than usual. The gallerics were already filled, 
to overflowing, with spectators from almost every 
part ef the union, and the lobbies and apartments ad- 
jacent, were crowded with well dressed and orderly 
persons—but there was not any bustle or confusion— 
no officer appeared to command the peace, nor did any 
one in the garb of a soldier pollute the walls of the 
capitol with his presence. Such was the respect vo- 
luntarily paid to the majesty of the consliiution. Ofthe 
216 members of the house, all were present save one, 
suf@ering by severe illness at his lodgings in this city. 
The speaker took his chair, and the ordinary business 
of the morning, was attended to and disposed of in 
the usual way. At 12 o’clock, the senate entered and 
took the places assigned them—their president taking 
his seat at the speaker’s desk, the speaker himself 
being placed on his right. The sealed returns of tue 
electoral colleges were now opened, verifications 
examined and read, and the votes given by each offi- 
cially proclaimed—after which the general result was 
stated, as recorded in a preceding page. This cere- 
mony occupied nearly three hours. As it was thus 
ascertained, that neither of the persons voted for as 
president had a majority of the whole number of the 

electoral votes, aiid that Andrew Jackson, John Q. 
Adams and William H. Crawford, were the three 
highest on the returns, the president and senate, (after 
proclamation made that Joha C. Calhoun had been 


Se 
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elected vice president of the United States), withdrew, 
and the speaker resumed his chair, that the house 
might  pheageens to the election of a president, as pre- 
scribed by the constitution. The membersfrom the 
different states, (if more than one in number), were 
collected together, that they might hold a ballot among 
themselves, to determine the vote of the state, and the 
votes so determined were desposited in other boxes, 
and sent to the tellers located in the midst of the hal}, 
who carefuily examined the same, and reported the 
result to the speaker, that John Quincy Adams, of 
Massachusetis, had 13 votes, Andrew Jackson, of 
Tennessee, 7 votes, and William H. Crawford, of 
Georgia, 4 votes. The speaker then announced that 
John Quincy Adams, having received a majority of 
the whole number of the votes, was duly elected pre- 
sident af the United States. After which the house 
adjourned. 

When the result of the vote was first known, a slight 
disturbance took piace in the gallery, which it is right 
to mention that it may not be misrepresented. Some 
persons, perhaps fifteen or twenty, out of the thou- 
sand assembled, applauded or hissed-—but, for a mo- 
ment only, and not loudly. The speaker promptly 
ordered the galleries cleared, and the ready and pas- 
sive obedience yielded by all present, redeemed the 
whole from the disgrace that might have been imput- 
ed for the acts of an inconsiderate few. Some thought 
that the people might have been permitted to remain 
in the galleries, as.a repetition of the offence against 
decorum was not apprehended; but it is best to have 
it clearly understood, that the representatives of the 
nation shall not be either encouraged or overawed, as 
to the performance of the high trust reposed in them, 
by acts of persons in the galleries of the house. 

With the result of this election, it is impossible that 
every man should be pleased; but the temper and 
moderation which had so remarkably governed in 
the house of representatives, seemingly extended 
themselves inevery direction, and caused aJl parties 
to bear with victory or defeat as freemen ought to do. 
IL have oftentimes seen a much greater excitement, 
on account of the election or rejection of a candi- 
date, for some petty town or county office. This 
happy condition of things may, in part, perhaps, he 
ascribed to a consideration of the fact, that the 
friends of the two prominent candidates had very 
much acted together on the same general principles; 
and, though prefering different persons, were not em- 
bittered against one another, as is too frequently the 


derstood, and I believe correctly, that Messrs. Adams 
and Jackson have entertained the highest personal 
respect and esteem for one another; and | think it 
probable that three-fourths of those who desired the 
election of either, would have taken the other, asa 
second choice. This mild spirit certainly prevailed 
in the house of representatives among the original 
friends of the gentlemen named; and many of the 
members regretted the necessity imposed of deciding 
between the two. Under such a state of feeling, let us 
hope that harmony may be preserved in the nation, 
and that the Jate great parties will go hand in hand to 
promote the public good. This isa subject om which 
much might be said with probable profit; but I must 
haste to conclude, with observing that the constitution 
has stood the test, without the occurrence of any of 
those dreadful events so dolefully predicted—and 
that the whole affair, from the time of the caucus, 
held in February, 1824, to the congressional proceed- 
ings on the 9th of the same month, in 1825, is a mag- 
nificent commentary on our system of government, 
and a glorious proof that ‘‘errors of opinion may be 
safely tolerated, when reason is left free to combat 





them.”’ 
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case in contests like this. It has always been un-\ 
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